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Hon. J. CORNELL: It was pointed out
three or four sessions ago that these com-
misgsioners were appointed for the purpose
of relieving justices of the peace of some
of their duties, Now it is ruled by tho
Crown Law authorities that the Attorney
General is the only person possessing power
to appeint these commissioners. HRecom-
mendations for the appointment of justices
of the peace are made by the Premier’s De-
partment. Could net that be done in the
case of the smaller fry—to use a vulgarism?
Why must we have an Attorney General to
do this? The Minister has explained that
- there are innumerable Acts on the Statnte
Book which specifically provide that they
shall be administered by the Atltorney Gen-
eral. 'We should follow the precedent sct
by the mother of Parliaments and see that
every high office iy held by a person possess-
ing the necessary qualifications. Tt is essen-
tial that that should be so. One of the
highest offices in the mother of Parliaments,
I understand, is that of the Lord High
Chancellor who advises the King on legal
questions. The King’s representative in the
Dominfons, when he needs adviee regarding
the law of the land, shouvld be able to refer
to someone who is practically on the same
plane as the Lord High Chaneclior. It may
be said that the Minister controlling the
Health Departnicnt is not a professional
man, but if that Minister started adminis-
tering physie to individuals or set out to
use a kuife on them, I venture to say that
my friend Dr. Saw would have some com-
ment te offer.

Hon., F. E. 8. Willmott: It would depend
on whom the knife was used,

Hon, J. CORNELL: Let such a Minister
interfere with the medical profession or in-
fringe any of their prerogatives, and he would
soon be brought to heel. The same thing may
occur if we have someone filling the position
of Attorney QCeneral who is not profession.
ally qualified to do so. He might delve into
things he had not the right to deal with.
Conning the personnel of Ministries of the
past, I find that with one or two exeeptious,
andl in circumstances which de not now pre-
sent themselves, there always has been an
Attorney General, The first Labour Govern-
ment had no Attorney General, for the reason
that there was not a lawyer in the ranks of
the party. Tlercfore, o Minister for Justice
was appointed. When the second Labour
Government came into office, Mr. Walker was
temporarily appeinted Minister for Justice,
but shortly afterwards was ealled to the bar,
and thercupon hecame Attorney General. Had
he failed to qualify in his legal studies, T am
confllent he would not have been given the
position, but that, instead, the then member
for Perth would have got it. The late Hon,
Frank Wilson, on theoming Premier ap?
pointed as Attorncy General Mr. R. T. Robin-
son, then a new and untried member of the
Agsembtly. But for hig legal qualifications,
Mr. Rohinson would not have been included
in the Ministry, When Sir Henry Lefroy be-
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came PFPremicer, he appointed an Attorney
General, as did alro Me. Colebatch on attain.
ing to the Premiership, And, when Mr. Rob-
inson loat his election, Mr., Justice Draper
was appointed Attorney General, a position
whick he held until Josing his seat at the last
general elections. There is no reason why
an Attorney General should not be appointed
now, for there is in another place a qualified
legal practitioner who was returned as a
direet supporter of the present Government,
and there is in this Chamber a lawyer who has

consistently  supported the Government.
Neverthelers, we are asked to set aside a

constitutional practice and agree to the ap-
pointment of a Minister for Justice in place
of an Attorncy General, notwithstanding that
the administration of quite a number of our
statutes ealls for an Attorney General. I
we are to have a Minister for Justice instead
of an Attorney General, we should efface from
our statutes all referemce to the Attorney
General. Members of Parliamont should not
have to consider the personal whims and
foibles of memboers of the Cabinet.

The Minister for Edueation:
not affect the Constitution,

Fion. J. CORNELL: No, but it affects
about 14 statutes, and from time immemorial
it has been the practice of British Parlia-
nents to include an Attorncy General among
the King's advisers. The Minister admin-
istering the legal department should be a
Tegal practitioner. I will oppose the second
reading.

On motion by Hen. F. E. 5. Willmott, de-
bate adjourned.

This does

House adjourned at 6.9 pan,
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QUESTION—TRAFFIC ACT.
Motor Car Identification Disecs.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Worka: 1, Is he aware that private plates
have been issued to cars for hire at the
garages, and that no attempt is being made
to recall them notwithstanding the law and
the resolution of this House? 2, Will he take
steps to enforce the law and respect for the
decigion of this Asgsembly?

The MINISTER FUR WORKS replied: 1
and 2, All plates issued to garages since the
decision of the House have been in conformity
with asame, and instructions bhave been
given to rccall those already issued, and re-
place with the correct atyle of plates.

QUESTION—ROAD MAKING, FEDERAL
GRANT.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (for Mr. Willcock) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, Is he now in a
position to answer my questions of 12th Sep-
tember, 1922, in regard to the Federal grant
for road making, the subject matter of which
was then stated to be under consideration:—-

““i. Of the amount allotted to Western
Australia from the Federal Government for
rclief of unemployment by road making,
ete., how much has authority been given to
expend? ii. In what distriets has any of
this money bcen spent or authérised to be
spent? iii. In view of the fact that both
the Geraldton Municipal Couneil and thn
Geraldion Road Board bave been waited
upon by deputations of unemployed ra
turned soldiers, will he authorise the ex-
penditure of some money from this souren
in that distriet?’’

2, If so, will he now furnish replies to the
ahore questions?

The MINISTER FTOR WORKS replied:
The papers will be laid upon the Table in a
few days, when fuller information can thbere-
from be obtained.

QUESTION—ALIENS REGISTRA-
TION.

Capt. CARTER asked the Premier: 1, Is
it a fact that the Commonwealth Government
have suspendeil in Western Australia the reg-
istration of alicns and tho compulsory notifi-
eation of their changes of abede? 2, If so,
why? 3, Tf the Aliens Regiastration Aet is
not in foree, is it the intention to request the
Federal Government to enforce the samef 4,
What is the alien population in Western Aus-
trnlia? 5, Are any steps being taken to re-
striet the influx of aliens? 6, How many um-
employed aliens are there in this Statet

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, I am
not aware of the Federal Government’s rea-
son. 3, No. 4, It is estimated that in June,
1919, there wete approximately 12,000 aliens
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of ull nationalities in the State. 3, This is
a matter for the Federal Governmaent. 6, I
am not aware,

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
BOORARA PIPE LINE,

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a fact that the Water Supply
Department is going to pull up the pipe line
to Boorara? 2, If so, where is the depari-
ment going fo use it? 3, Is the proposed
distriet any more prosperous than Boorara?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:’
1 and 2, The intention was to remove these
pipes for the purpose of improving the water
supply at Meekatharra, but funds are not
avaitable. 3, Tt is comsidered so.

QUESTION—EDUCATION SCHOLAR-
SHIPS,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
1, Have thce Government decided om the
policy té abolish all scholarships from com-
petition by the children residing in the metro-
politan arcad 2, If so, why this preferential
treatment by the Edueation Department in
regard to State acholorships?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. The only
alteration proposed is the abolition of the
special allowance now given to the first ten
on the list. The ten acholarships in question
are not in any way confined to children in
the metropolitan arca. AN the other scholar-
sbips will remain as at present. 2, Answered
by No. 1.

QUESTION—MARGARET RIVER-
FLINDERS BAY RAILWAY.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Wiorks: 1, Has a survey been made of the
Margaret River-Flinders Bay railway to de-
cide as to the suitability of the existing route
for Government railway purposes? 2, If
not, when is it intended to make such survey?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No, as surveyors are not available. 2, As
early as possible.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Mullany, leave of absence
for three weeks granted to Mr. Angelo (Gas-

coyne) and Mr. Teesdale (Roebourne) on the
ground of urgent public business.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Noxtous Weeds,
Tutroduced by the Minister for Apgri-
culture.
2, Street Betting,
Introduced by Mr. Mann.
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BILL—DAIRY CATTLE IMPROVEMENT.

Read a third time ond transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL-—-LOSER SETTLEMENT,
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day.  Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair; the Premicr in charge
of the BIll

Postponed Clause T—Acquisition of land:
[The Premier had moved an amendment

‘*That paragraph (a) of Subelause 3 be
struck out,’’|

The FREMIER: I propoese to strike out
the whole of Subelause 3 and sobstitute the
amendment shown on the Notice Paper. This
subelause deals with the amount to be paid for
land. 1t lhas heen very fully diseussed snd
was aprecd to Iast session. Tt is perfectly
vlear that the value set upon land by the
awner for taxation purpeses is a fair price at
which to take it. Nothing can be said against
that. The owner is to get the full value of
improvements. That is perfectly fair. But
there is one difliculty which we cannot get over
aud that is in regard to taking portion of a
holding. I pointed out last night that the
value may not and need not Le even all over
an arep. Partienlarly is this the case in the
South-West. Tt might be that a man will
have some very rich swamp land, or a very
grood river frontage, say, at Pinjarra. If we
take the poorer part of a holding at the taxa-
tion valuation calculated for the whole, we
shall be paying too much. If we take the
richer part of the land at the taxation valua-
tion for the whole of the holding, we shall
be paying teo little. It will be readily un-
derstood that we do not wish to take that part
of a holding which is being worked and is the
home of the owner. It would be unwise to
take such land even if we had the right to
do ro, because it would only mcan taking one
man off that area and putting another man on
it. In the case of the Midland Railway Com-
pany’s lands there ig, of epurse, a congiderable
diffieulty, because the company held an enor-
mous area, one-third of which only is first-
class,. We do not want to take a large block
of Midland countiry because we do not wish
to resume land that is not wholly suitable for
gettlement, seeing that we must take all land
on one basis, The value set upon the land for
taxation purposes is to be prinia facte evidence
of the value of the land. The court would be
influenced by suck evidence, though I do not
say the court would decide on it solely. I ask
leave to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

The PREMIER: I move a further amend-
ment—

That Subclavse 3 be struck out, and the
following inserted in lien:—'‘Compensation
shall be hased (a) on the unimproved vaine
of the land; and (b) on the fair value of
the improvements assessed at the added
valoe given to the land for the time being

by reason of such improvements, to he
agreed between the owner and any mort-
gagee or other person baving any interast
in the land and the board, or determined by
arbitration under the Arbitration Aect,
1£95: Provided that the amount at which
the unimproved value is assessed for the
time being under the Lund and Income Tax
Assessment Act, 1907, with ten per cent.
added thereto, shall be prima facie evi-
dence of the unimproved value of the
land: Provided also that any owner may,
within 30 days after the commencement of
this Act, amend his réturn under the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Aect, 1907, for
the current year of asscssment, by increas-
ing the value placed by him upon his land,
and thereupon a re-assessment shall be made
by the Commissioner of Taxation, subject
to an appeal by the owner to the court of
review from any reduction by the Commis-
sioner of the owner’s valuation: Provided
also that the sections of Part ITT. of the
Public Works Act, 1902, relating to the
right to and the application of compensa-
tion or purchase money for land acquired
under that Act shall apply when land is
taken under the provisions of thig sec-
tion,’?

Hon. P, COLLIER: The amendment repra-
scnts a considerable variation upon the sub-
clauze as originally drafted, and alse upon
the Bill as it passed through this House last
year,

The Premier: This is the provision adoptad
tast year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Bill iz the same
as last year's, but this amendment secks
to make a considerable variation. The first
proviso is to the effect that the value as
asgessed under the Land and Income Tax
Agsesament Act shall not be taken as the
unimproved value of the land—which was
provided last year—but shall be only prima
facie evidenco. Why should the owner be
given the right to vary® It seems to me that
the value as assessed wnder the Land =and
Income Tax Assessment Aet is as near to
being fair as we can possibly get, except in
eases where a holding 1s assessed as one piece
and only portion of it is required by the
Government under this measure, In such
cases a Te-assessment would be required im
order to arrive at the proper unimproved
value. But by this provise the door may be
opened to the court, or whoever delermines
the value, to depart very considerably from
the vnimproved value as assessed under the
Land and Tncome Tax Assessment Act, even
in the ease of holdings which are not being
acquired merely in part. More particnlarly
ig it a fair thing to accept the value as re-
turned by the owner of the land, since we
provide that he shall have the right within
30 days to re-assess the unimproved value,

The Premier: I do not think he will do
§0.
Tlgn, P. COLLIER: The owner will be
given 30 days in whick to become honest.

“Although he may have been undervaluing his
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land for years past, yet, when he has reason
to believe that the State is about to acquire
the land for closer settlement purposes, he is
to have 30 days to inflate the value of his
land so that the increased amount may be
that at which 3t will be aequired by the
State.

The Minister for Agriculture: If the Tax-
ation Department have accepted the owner’s
valuation all the time, that is not the fault
of the owner, and does not show any die-
honesty on the part of the owner.

Hon, P. COLLTER: It secems to me that
in this respect the subelause should remain
as it appears in the Bill. T move an amend-
ment on the amendment—

That in the first proviso the words
“‘prima facie cvidence of the unimproved
value of the land'’ be struck out with the
view of inserting in lien:—*‘deemed to be
the amount at which the nnimproved value
is assessed for time being under the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Act, 1907.”’

I agree that the carrying of my amendment
on the amendment would get us back to where
we were, and would not cover such a casg
as that indicated by the Premicr, in which
only portion of an estate may be acquired.
I admit that difficulty. But the amendment
moved by the Promier leaves us with a diffi-
culty on the other hand, that is to say, where
the whole of the estate is acquired, the court
shall not he bound by the value for taxation
purposcs, but shall regard it only as prima
faeile cvidenee of the valuc.

The PREMIER: I hope the words will not
be struck out. Tf the amendment is earricd
we shall get back to where we were before,
and it wiil be impossible then to deal with
the blacks not wholly taken. With the two
provisos it would he impossible for the court
to do more than” grant to an owner, whose
estats is taken, morc than the taxation value.
He has the right to increase the valuation
within 30 days. The position is fairly safe-
gnarded and I doubt whether any ecourt would
do more than give the taxation value.

Mr. Willcock: All the land resumed has
becn resumed at a higher rate than the taxa-
tion value.

Mr., Munsie:
900 per cent.

The PREMIER: On unimproved land?
Mr. Munsie: Yes.

The PREMIER: This clause has not ap-
peared in an Act before, I should think
the court would be guided by the value put
upon the land for taxation purposes, par-
ticularly having regard to the two final
clauses, I know, of course, that the court
may be influenced by evidence other than
the taxation value, but T doubt whether that
will be so under the clause. An owner may
put up his valuation and it can be reduced
by the Commissioner of Taxation. It i3 a
most difficult thing to draft a clause to
meet the situation except in this way.

Sometimes to the extent of

[ASSEMBLY.)

Point of Order.

Mr. Pickering: On a point of order, may
I ask your ruling as to whether the amend-
ment suggested by the Leader of the Oppo-
gition will be n order. It is his intention
to reinsert words which the Committee has
already struek out.

The Chairman: It appears to me that if
the words suggested Dby the ILeader of
Opposition are inserted, we shall be putting
back words which have already been rejected.
Of course, that is against the Standinyg
Orders, is it not?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: May I draw your at-
tion to a recent precedent? When the Licens-
ing Bill was under discussion in Committee,
wards were strock out of various ectauses in
order {o make those elauses read more clearly.

The Minister for Mines: To make the
clanses read sensibly.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: The member for
Perth then moved paragraph after paragraph
and those paragraphs were framed on words
which had previously been struck out. That
was permitted for the purpose of making the
vlauses more eclearly understood.

The Chairman: [f my judgment is cor-
reet, I think that if the words now proposed
to he struck out are struck out, and we insert
the words suggested by the Leader of the Op-
position, we shall be putting back those weords
which bave been rejected by the Committee.
That is against the Standing Orders, The
point mentioned by the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) is not
on all fours with the contention of the mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Pickering.)

Hon. P. Collier: I have a distinet reeollee-
tion that some amendments moved by the
momber for Perth consisted of whole sen-
tences taken from paragraphs or elauses pre-
viously gtruck out. Some of those para-
graphs consiated of 20 lines, and with the ex-
ception of & word or two, were almost ex-
actly similar to the clanses struck out. 1
draw your attention to the faet that the Pre-
mier was resgponsible for the striking out from
the Bill of two paragraphs which were fairly
long and that it is my desire to re-insert only
three lines from those long paragraphs struck
out. If we are to carry this matter so far as
to say that we may not insert words that
have been satruck out, we shall be debarred
in the future from moving amendments which
corregpond with sentences already deleted. If
my suggested amendinent is out of order,
portion of that moved by the Premier is also
out of order, because the last proviso in his
amendment i3 word for word with the last
proviso in the clause atruck out.

Mr. Pickering: It is not so much the
words that have been struck out, but the
prineiple——

Hon. T. Collier: On another point of
order. Even if the point raised by the mem-
ber for Sussex is a good one, is he not some-
what premature? The amendment before the
Committee is to strike out certain words, His
point of order may he raised when I move
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to insert the other words. I may not move to
insert them; I may change my mind.

The Chairman: The Leader of the Op-
position is quite eorrect; I uphold his point
of order.

Committee resumed.

The PREMIER: T understand the Leader
of the Opposition does not objeet to the words
contained in the clause, as they apply to land
takenr only in part, but he does object to land
taken as a whole. If we strike out these words
the clause will not apply to an estate taken
in part,

Hon. P. Collier: The amendment of the
Premier does not meet the case, and neither
does ming

The PREMIER: No, it does not, In your
opinion the clause should provide that the
assessment value shall be the unimproved
value in ingtances where the land i3 taken as
a whole,

Hon. P. Collier: That is right.

The PREMIER: If we strike eut these
words, that objeet will not be attained. The
proviso makes it certain that the arbitrator
in cases where the land is taken ns a whole,
shall regard the assessment as the fair value,
The clause as originally printed is perfectiv
-fair. I only move the amendment to get over
the difficulty I have alluded to. If the owner
thinks he has under-valued his land, he will
have an opportunity to inerease his valuation,
I doubt if much of onr agricultural land is
under-valued. The improvements on most pro-
criies are of very considerable value.

Mr. Munsie: That is a different thing.

The PREMIER: The claure dealing with
improvements is absolutely fair. What the
hon. member wishes is that where land is
taken ag a whole it shall be taken at the taxa-
tion value,

Mr. MUNSIE:
amendment.

The Premier: It is quite clear.

Mr., MUNBIE: Perhaps it i9 clear to the
hon. member, but I cannot understand it.

The CHAIRMAN: Are you speaking to
}ihe point of order? We have to decide that

rst.

Mr. MUNSIE:
decided.

The CHAIRMAN: No. I am inelined to
favour the point of order raised by the
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. PICKEERING: But the Leader of the
Oprosition moved another point of order,
taking the point that my point of order was
not in order at that stage; and you, Sir,
ruled that he was right. Yon said I could
raise my point of order at a later stage.

The CHATRMAN: Very well, the question
now before the Chair ias the amendment.

Mr. MUNSIE: In the Premior’s amend-
ment, paragraph (b) and the proviso are
totally contradictory. The Bill provides
only for taking land which is unimproved.

The Minister for Mines: No, land which
is unutilised and unproduvetive. Such land
may be improved.

[48)

I do not understand tixe

I thought it was already
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Mr. MUNSIE: Nevertheless paragraph
(b) and the provise are contradictory. I
am digposed to suppert the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition; but
even with that amendment, the clanse will
still be contradictory. The diffculty could
be got over by making this provision pro-
posed by the Premier apply to cases where
only portion of the land is taken. Unless
we do that, the claunse will not be fair. If
we take the best part of a man’s holding,
it is unfair to the owner that it should be
taken at the unimproved value of the whole
of his estate, On the other hand, if we
allow him to re-amsess, and then pay him on
the vaive of the best portion of his land, it
will not be fair to the State. The amend-
mont does not solve the difficulty. I agree
with the Leader of the Opposition that,
when we give a man the right to amend
his assessment, if the whole of his holding
be resumed it should be resumed on his tax-
ation agsessment, plus 10 per cent.

Mr. PIES3E: I am opposed to the amend-
ment moved by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. I cannot see the meed for either of
the two provisos. The Premier’s amendment
will meet the ease. Moreover, we bhave the
final proviso to adjust all differences.

The Premier; No, that is dealing only
with the money.

Mr, PIESSE: 8till there is the right to go
to arbitration. The idea of the two pro-
visos is to shorten the evidence on com-
pensation. All that the land owner can ask
i3 a8 just compensation. Paragraphs (a)
and (b) cover that, and so I sce no reason
for the two provisos. Taking the valuation
on the taxation assegsment cuts hoth ways,
for it may be either too low or too high. Of
course, that will he adjusted by the arbitra-
tor. Is that not sufficienty If we give the
owner 30 days, in which to amend his land
tax return, he may put up the value, How-
ever, many would not trouble to alter their
returns. While certain land may be under-
valued, a good deal of land is over-valued.

Hon. P. Collier: Only the other day I read
in the paper that some land was assessed at
£10 per acre, unimproved. I should say that
land was over-valuod,

The Premier: No, that would be a choice
patch of swamp land.

Mr. PICKERIXG: I cannot support the
amenrdment moved by the Leader of the
Opposition. Had he moved to strike out the
two pravisos, I would have been in accord
with him. I agree with the remarks of the
member for Toodyay, and T agree also with
the Premier. In partial resumptions it is
quite impossible that an equitable rate
should be fixed by the assessment set forth
in the original provision. In the majority
of instances the resnmptions will be partial,
and so it is necessary that any amendment
should be on an equitable bania. The Pre-
mier’s amendment is the more equitable of
the two before ns, Consequently I should
like to see the Leader of the Opposition
withdraw the amendment moved by him.
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Paragraphs {a) aud (b) will meet the situa-
tion.

Mr. MONEY + We are mixing up two
mattera, the question of false returns or
assessments at a lower or higher value, and
the matter of land resumption. I do not
think a bloek of tand will he taken under
this Bill without arbitration being necessary
tc arrive at its value. Further, there is
no land within 12 miles of a railway that
is wunimproved. It is not animproved if
stoeck has been running on it for some years,
even if it is neither fenced nor ringbarked.
There may he improvements as the result of
running stoek, which have nol cost the
owner 6d. an acre but may be worth £1 an
acre. On the other hand a man may have
spent £3 an acre on improvements which are
not worth 5s. an aere. It is impossible to
sever the jmproved from the unimproved
land. The value varies from year to year.
The question will be so mixed up in arriving
at the value that it will be impossible to
disentangle it. The ¢lause might be recom-
mitted and the provisas deleted.

Mr. LATHAM : I know land varies in
value from time to time. I must protest
against the suggestion that farmers arc dis-
honest. That ia not so; neither are we who
are suggesting these alterations for their
protection. The definition of an unimproved
value is the value that can be ohiained for
land if there is a willing seller and a willing
buyer, If the subeclause is altered at all, it
should be struck out altogether.

Amendment on the amendment put and
negatived.

Hon, P. COLLTERt T move an amend-
ment—

That the second proviso bhe struck out.
I am not easting any reflection upon the
farming community. It is only a reflection
in so far as a man will take advantage of
this provision who has not been honestly
valuing his land in the past,

Mr. Latham: The value may alter.

Hon, P, COLLTER: 1If a man has been
putting in a fair valvation for his land he
will not take advantage of this provision
On the other hand, if he doubles the valua-
ton, is that not prima facie evidenee that he
has not been honest in the past, or that he ia
dishonestly trying to put vp the priee of his
property in excess of its real valuc in the
expeetation of its Leing resumed? The pro-
viso indieates that we believe there are men
in this State who have been inder-valuing
their land for taxation purposes.

Mr. Piesse: It only makes provision for
an error.

Hon, P. COLLIER: In order to allow
these men to submit a proper valuation of
their land, we are to give them 3( days in
which to do it. The clause countenanees dis-
honesty and fraud. In the desire tn become
honest, owners would be actnated by the hope
that they wonld be ahle to get more money
out of the Crown when their properties are
purchased.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Broun: They could have my land to-
merraow at the valuation the rdepariment has
put upon it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Imagine any taxa-
tion officer refusing to accept an increased
valuation which might mean an cxtra £30 a
year revenue to the country! Hi: services
would be dispensed with in no time if he did
such a thing, No Commissioncr of Taxation
is concerned in reducing the valuation sub-
mitted by a landowner. If the owner is satis-
fied with the valuation he puts in, can it be
imagined that the tfaxation peoplc would
write to the owner pointing out that he had
placed too high a valuation upon his land?
No Commissioner of Taxation would drcam
of doing any such thing. The men affected
by the Bill have a very clear iden what it
means to them, and if they are conseious of
the fart that they are holding land ont of
use, the first thing they will do will be to
re-asseas their land and the Commissioner of
Taxation will aceept their re-valuation with-
out guestion. The Commissioner weuld not
know what wasg in the mind of the man and
write to himn saying that he wonld not accept
the increased return furnished beecause he re-
alised that while it might mean an inerease
of £10 or £20 to his department by way of
taxation, the effect of the re-valuation would
he to rob the Government in some other
DLranch of the State’s administration when
his estate might be aequired.

Mr. Money: There arc only threc bodies
to assess taxation. They are the road board,
the State Taxation Commissioner, and the
Federal Taxation Commissioner,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yhat hac that to do
with it?

Mr. Money: A man puts in a return;
that is not an assessment. )

Hon. P. COLLTER®: But if a man asks to
have his assessmont inereased, what Commis-
sibner of Taxation would object to that?

Mr. Money: I know of no man who has
tried to increase his assessment. I say it is
an impossible principle that is sought to he
laid down.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is why I want
the elause struck ont, It i3 a reflection upon
Parliament to insert such a proviso.

Mr. LATHAM: The Leader of the Op-
position had tried to justify the remarks he
made, to which I took exception. I do not
regard his arguments as convineing, If the
land was of the one value, he would be right
in his argument, but climatic conditions, the
development that takes place, and the various
conditions that are operating in a new State
like Western Australin will all tend to in-
crease the value of the land. That is unfor-
tunate for the T.eader of the Opposition in
his argnment, although fortunate for the
farmers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
ercase in 12 mouths?

Mr. LATHAM: 1In less than 12 months.
It has been stated that £20,000 18 to be spent
upon experiments in cornection wilh our light
lands, If those experiments prove to be sue-
cessful, without additional work in connee-

The value will in-
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tion with improvements the Jand will inerease
very considerably in value. If the value of
land inereases in 12 months, surely it is fair
to give these people an opportunity to re-
valug their properties.

Mr. Munsie: They alter it next year.

Mr. LATHAM: They do mot alter it at
all, I do not think the member for Hanaans
knows how often the returns are sent i,
Once a landowner makes his return he is not
required to send in any further return unless
he changes the properties held by him, either
by selling some or purchasing others.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are supposed to
put them in every vear,

Mr., LATHHAM: One is not supposed to
do anything of the sort, unless onc has in-
ereased his holding eithier by purchase or
sale!

ITorn. W. C. Angwin: If your land has in-
ereased in value, yow ate supposed to put one
in every year.

Mr. LATHAM: That is not se. I deal
in land and I never send in an additional re-
turn unless I buy or scll property,

The Premier: You must send one in, if
the property changes in value,

Mr, LATHAM: Well, the Taxation De-
partment has never notified me of that faet,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Suppose a railway was
constructed past your land?

Mr. LATHAM: That has nothing to do
with the unimproved value of the land.

Hon. P. Collier: The Taxation Depart-
ment must treat yon more favourably than
they treat me. They fine me every year for
being late with my returns.

Mr. LATHAM: From an assessment point
of view, the question of the railway would not
affect the land.

Hon. P, Collier: You will have inquiries
made into your ease all right!

Mr. LATHAM: The department ean do
that if they like. The opening up of the
dairying industry in Western Austrafia will
certainly increase the value of our land
within 12 months. If butter factories are
established within five or ten miles of hold-
ings, the value of the surrounding land will
be increased. The closer settlement of our
areas in itself will increase the value of land.
There is no dishonesty in the proposal that
a man should be able to submit a re-valua-
tion of lis land for taxation purposes. I
know that my argument iz logical.

Mr, Munsie: They ean only submit their
re-valnation within 30 days of the passing of
the Aect.

Me. LATHAM: Well, give the farming
community that opportunity!

Mr. Munsie: Will you establish a butter
foetory within 30 days?

Mr. LATHAM: Very few people will make
alterations.

Mr. Munsie:
provision?

Mr. LATHAM: I wish to be fair. The
people who have pioneered the State are
worthy of considerstion.

Mr, Monsic: Certainly they are.

Then why do you desire this
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Mr. O'Loghlen: And they are getting it.

Mr, LATHAM: I adope the Committee will
agree to retain the provise, which is fair and
honest.

Hon. P. Collier; It is naot,

Mr, Mungie: In any case, you can alter
the valuation every 12 months,

Mr, LATHAM: Onc is not expected to do
so. Ouna does not put iz a return unless he
has bought or sold property.

Mr. Munsie: T send in a return every year.

Mr. LATHAM: Agricuitural and pastoral
land is dealt with on a basis different from
eity property.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let us efamine the
argument put forward by the member for
York. Taxation returus have to be sent in
by, say, Scptember, In addition to that,
farmers will have 30 days after the passing
of the Bill within which to submit their re-
voluations.  Assuming that the Act is as-
sented to by the end of the year they will
have all that period between September to the
end of the year, to do what he suggests, The
memher for York has picturcd a case whrre
a wan may semd in a return in threo months
during which period the land may inerease in
value. 1ic has referrad to the possibilities of
the establishment of butter factories or eloser
scitlement generally inereasing the value of
the land. The proviso refers only to those
persons whose land is increased in value with-
inn three wmouihs, He would have the Com-
mittce believe that there are many men in
Western Australia who wish to take advant-
age of this proviso. On one hand, while the
member for York says a large number of ez-
tates will inerease in value in three months,
he says, on the other hand, that the unim-
proved value of farming land has not in-
ereased at all for years. He says the unim-
proved value goee on year after year and he
himself has not sent in any further valuation
for years.

Mr. Latham: The Taxation Department do
that, not the farmer.

Hon. P. COLLIER: While the mvmber for
York says that the unimproved value of agri-
eultural land doecs not increase for years, be-
cause he has not aent in any returns to show
any alterativns, still hc contends that the
value may improve within three months., That
is a most illogical attitude, On the one hand
he wants this provision for the numerous es-
tates, the unimproved value of which has in-
ercased dvring the three months; on the other
kand he says the unimproved value has not
Leen incrensed for years because the Taxa-
tion Department accept the value year after
year without gquestion.

Mr. Latham: The Taxation Department
assess the value.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The hon. member’s
argument is ahsurd.

Mr. Broun; A new railway built through
a distriet will increase the unimproved value.

Hon, . COLLYER: The hon. member’s
leader says it makes no difference whatever.

Mr. Lathaw: T said so far as the farmer’s
return was concerned.
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Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, no difference to
the value of the'land. ’

Mr. LATHAM: Tle value is stated by the
farmer ie the original return. After that
any alteration is made by the Taxation De-
partment and not by the farmer. Thercfore,
if a railnay runs through the distriet, it is
the duty of the department and not of the
farmer to inerease the valuation.

AMr. WILLCOCK: T agree with the amend-
ment to strike out the proviso, because it
contradicts somcthing already passed in the
Bill. I took exception to the inadequate
amount which the treble tax will represent.
A man could avoid the treble tax by merely
donbling the value of his land. It might be
possible for the board to resume land at a
valie of, say, £3,500, whereas if it were
valued at £7,000 they would not resume it.
It is nandatory that the return under the
Land and Tncome Tax Asgsessment Act be
aecepted. Thercfore the owner would be able
to avoid the payment of the treble tax. T
think this will be done.

The Premier: No, it will not.

Mr. PICKERING: I hopec the Cowmnmittee
will not strike out this proviso.

Mr. Munsie: What has changed you again?

Mr. PICKERING: I was in favour of
both provisos going out, but the other one
which I desired to sce deleted has been re-
tained. We have heard a lot about the dis-
honesty of farmers.

Mr. Munsie: We have heard nothing about
it

Mr. PICKERING: Well, the dishonesty of
land owners, and farmers more or less are
land owners.

Mr. Munsie: You indicate dishonesty by
advoeating this proviso.

Mr. PICKERING: The value of land in
the South-West has altered materially during
the last 12 montha.  Congiderable areas
which, prior to the advent of group settle-
ment, were regarded as valueless are now
admitted to be of considerable value, and it
has not been possible to make any variations
in the returns. There is ‘Do certainty that
this Bill will be passed by another place.
Therefore there is no reason why a man
should placc on his land a value which might
not be eorreet, I differ from the membar for
York. TIn the South-West development work
in the shape of railway communication has
been foreshadowed for some years and has
not materialised. The Minister for Works
stated this afternoon that there were no sur-
veyors available to decide as to the Margarat
River-Flinders Bay railway route.

The Premier: Just at the moment we
have none available.

Mr. PICKERING: Yet this is one of the
most urgent works. When that railway is
built, the land served by it will be greatly
enhanced in value. In view of the delay in
building these railways and of many circum-
stances over which the Government have no
control, it is unreasomable to expect land
owners to put up their values in anticipation
of facilities heing provided. A good deal

[ASSEMBLY.]

of road construction has been undertaken in
the South-West in connection with groop
settlement. These roads will materially in-
crease the value of the land so served. Thus
there are many rcasons which should em-
bolden the Government to stick to the pro-

‘vigo,

Mr. PTESSE : T hope the proviso will be re-
tained. I bhave not the slightest doubt that
the Commisgioner of Taxation would care-
{ully examine any fresh valuations submitted
by land owners. Last year I valued a small
block of second elass land at 9s. an aere and
the value put upen it by the Taxation Com-
misgioner was 78. 6d. I directed attention
to this and was informed that I was bound te
take the departmental valuation.

Sitting sugpended from 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m.

Amendment put and & division taken, with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 10
Noes . .. .. 19
Majority against .. 9
AYES.
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. McCallum
Mr. Corboy Me. O'Loghlan
Mr. Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. Lutey Mr, Walker
Mr, Marshall Mr. Munsie
(Teller.)
NoOES,
Mr. Broun Sir Jameg Mitchell
Mr, Carter Mr, Money
Mr. Davies Mr. Pickering
Mr. Denton Mr. Please
Mr. Durack Mr., Sampson
Mr. George Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Glbson Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood
Mr. Latham Mr. Mullany
Mr., H. K. Maley {Teller.)

Amendwent thus mnegatived.

Proposed new subclause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922.23,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the
Stubbs in the Chair,

Department of Lands and Repatriation
(Hon. SBir James Mitchell, Minister).

- Vote—Lands and Surveys, £100,3G8:

Mr. Pickering: Is the Premier going to
say anything ahout this vote?

The PREMIER (Hon Sir Tames Mitchell
—Northam) [7.38]: I have told the Commit-
tee already all I have to tell tham sbout this
vofe. I did 2o when introducing the Budget.

previous day; Mr.
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Mr. Pickering: You are standing ¢n what
yon said previously?

The PREMIER: T said all thera was to be
gaid then.

Hon. P, Collier: Has not time ecansed you
to vary it in any way?

The PREMIER: Notwithstanding the
rapid increase in the mumher of butter fac-
tories, and the general develepment of the
State, nothing has bhappeucd since T intro-
duced the Budget to tause me to change my
views,

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [7.40]: I regret
the Premier is satisfied to rest on his laurels.
I am sorry to find that the reports of the
Lands Department, the Agrieultural Bank,
and the Industries Assistance Board have not
heen laid on the Tahle.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Have we had them in any
other year?

Mr. PICKERING: We have seidom had the
report upon the Industries Assistance Board,
bat I do not know about the others. Seeing
that we are engaged in a huge developmental
roliey, it would be only courtesy to members
that they ghould have the fullest information
placed before them to guide them. Varions
appointments are mentioned in the Estimates
which need explanation. There are also cer-
tain policies in connection with this depart-
ment embraced in the Estimates but for which
there are no items. This is the only oppor-
tunity we have for dealing with group acttle-
ment and soldier settlement.

The Premier: That will be afforded on the
Loan Estimates.

Mr. PICKERING: I propose to deal with
those particular items to which T cannot find
o reference in these Estimates.

The Premier: You cannot do that.

Mr. PICKERING: On the general debate
uron this vote I am entitled to deal with those
phases of departmental activity shown there-
in. Under the heading of land settlement for
soldiers is included group settlement. Group
gettlement is a question that has agitated the
mindys of members and of the general com-
munity. The fervent wish of all people is
that the policy embarked upon by the Pre-
mier in the direction of group settlements will
he a complete success. We have been told that
he proposes to introdnee a Bill dealing with
thia rhase of scttlement. I understand that
this Bill ig essential in order to arrange about
those funds which he has heen epending
without the anthority of Parliament.

The Premicr: Not without authority.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is money which the
Agrieulfural Bank should be spending, but
which has been spent under other votes. Dar-
ing the past few months I have had a eon-
siderable amount of ecorrespondence in eon-
nection with growp settlement. The prob-
lems facing those settlers call for a reason-
able amount of comment. I have been com-
reited to ask for information in this Chantber
as 1o the conveyance of the families of group
settlers and their effects to their boldings.
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Yesterday afternoon I put the following ques-
tiens to the Premier;—

1, Ts ke aware that Aelay has oecurred
and expense imposed upon group set-
tlers by failuro in transport to convey wives,
families, furniture, and personal effects
from Busselton to groups? 2, That in con-
sequence thereof settlers have been com-
pelled to ge into debt te defray such ex-
renses? 3, Does he propose to reconp sot-
tlers for such expenses$

It ia understood that the amrount of sustan-
ance allowanee permitted in the case of these
jeople is 10s. a day. Tn the ease of big
families this amount is too =mall, but they
are endeavouring to make ends meet on it, not-
withstanding the grave difficulties they wre
under in consequence of the lack of cheap
transport from Bussclton to the groups. The
whole of the transport has been dome by
motor vehi¢les. The rates charged for motor
transport are, of course, very mueh higher
than the rotes for transport in ordinary cir-
cumstances. Tm the course of the roplies
which the Premier gave me to-day he said
that there had heen some delay and possibly
a little expense, but that the department wera
not aware of any conmsiderable amount. I
readily understand that to a department al
oﬁ’ict_;r the sum of £12 for one settler may
possibly mot appear a large amount. Tt has
to be borne in mind, however, that these =at-
tlers depend npon a sustenance allowanee of
10s. per day. The Premier also said that
assistance had been provided in order to secnrs
improvement in the transport organisation,
I_t 1s true group scttlers receive much more as-
sistance than is given to ordinary gettlers, but
group settlement is a special movement or-
ganised for a special purpose and under
special conditions, Therefore the comparison
with ordinary scttlers does not hold good. TE
it is proved that the group scttlers have been
put to unbecessary expense, that expense
ghold be recouped to them, They onght not
to start their carcer on the land with a load
of deht in addition to that which is conge-
quent upon the improvement of their blocks.
I hope the Premicr will reconsider the matter
with a view to reimbursing the group settlers,
T do not advorate an inercase of the susten-
ance allowanee if it ean be proved that the
present rate is adequate, for I realise thai the
sustenance allowance will form part of the
capital debt which the settlers will have Lo
repay.
The Premier:

per consideration,

_Mr, PICKERING: Another important ques-
tion is that of the insurance of group sat-
tlera. The Government ought to formulate
a s heme to cover the risks of sickness and
aecident. The present arrangement is a sub-
seription of 1s, per week in that conneation.
The wenknesa lies in this, that each group is
made a separate entity for insorance pur-
peres.  Considering that there are only 20
groups, and that the total of insurance
premiuma paid by a group may amount to
only £1 per day, it is obvious that under
such conditions a reasonable fund cannot be

Every case will reccive pro-



1244

established, I approached these in charge
of the matter to sce whether it would not be
possible te devise a scheme which would
really provide for the risks, Fortunately
for the Government, but unfortunately for
the group seitlers, it has been ruled by the
Crown Law Department that these settlers do
not come under the Workera’ Compensation
Act. So here we have there settlers doing
more or less hazardous work, involving not
only danger from falling limbs and trees,
but also danger from the use of explosives by
more or less inexperienced men, and any
settler who beeomes permanently injured, say
through the loss of an arm or & leg, will not
be able to secure adeqmate compensation. T
sugpest that for the purpose of insuronce the
whole of the groups might be massed tozether
and their contributions Tumped. In my
opinion the position is very scrious. I kmow
there have *been serious accidents already on
the group Sctflements. Some men kave_lost
fingers. The Busselton Jlospital has been
overtaxed by cases of sickness and accident
from the gronp settlements. Some echeme
shovld Dbe formulated to cover all the risks.
T have written to the insurance companies on
the subjeet, but they reply that they are
quite unable to deal with the matter owing
to the ruling given by the Crown Law De-
partment., Ancther question of vital import-
ance is the allocation of the cost of improving
the varions properties. The system depends
largely upon the work of the whole group.
It will be readily understood that the amount
of clearing, for instance, will not be the
same and will not cost the same on every
block. That may apply to other forms of
improvement. It would be interesting if the
Premier conld give us an assurance that the
system of bookkeeping adopied is such as will
alloeate the proper indebtedness to each par-
ticular block. Otherwise there will be econ-
siderable trouble when the group, as it were,
breaks up. If the cost cannot be allecated
to the individual blocks on an cquitable basis,
surely the idea of the department will not be
to divide the total cost of clearing 20 blocks
by the figure 20 and charge the result to
each individual block. Another very serious
question is what is to oceur when certain
bloeks, after a considerable amount of im-
provement has been done on them, are thrown
out of the group? 1 kunow of one such case
in which a large amount of money was
spent in ringbarking and other work, and
the blocks in question have been thrown ouf
of the group. Who is going to hear the cost
of that work? Is it going to be n charge
against the group, or against some special
fund?

Hon. M. F. Troy: Why was this Jand
thrown out?

Mr. PICKERING: Because it was found
to he unsuvitable.

The Premier: So far as T know, that ap-
pliea to only one blork.

Mr. PICKERING: Will the Premier give
a definite assuranee in this conncction as to
how the eost:

[ASSEMBLY.}

The Premier: I give you my definite assur-
ance that a fair thing will be done by these
men on the land.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not think it would
be a fair thing to ussess against a group of
scttlers the cost of work done on land subse-
quently thrown out of the group. The ser-
vices of group secttlers have in some cases
been used in conncetion with road making.
Ts that to be a charge against road making
generally in connection with the development
of the country, or is it to be a charge against
the group? A very important phase of group
sett'lement is the provision of railway com-
munication at the earliest possible date.
With a view to relieving the position about
Margaret River and Awgustn, which is very
acute, T thought the Minister for Works
would make all preliminary arrangements as
vegards the railway which will aford ecom-
munication to the group settlements. Tmag-
ine my astonishment on learning to-day from
the Minister for Works that no awrvey has
yet Fecn made, and that he is unable to fix
a date by whith the survey will be made.

The Premier: I hope the existing line
will be able to earry traffic for some time
without being wmoved.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt must he known to
the members of this Committee that a most
intercsting series of articles on gtoup settle-
ments has been published. T have not the
honour of knowing, though T might guess,
who is the author of them. Tt might be Mr,
Morrison.

The CITATRMAN: Mr. Morrison is not on
the Estimates,

Mr. PICKERING: The articles have been
written by a friend of the Governmeat.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You have no proof of
that.

Mr. PICKERING: 8till, T can hardlv con-
ecive a friend writing such candid artieles.

The Premier: So far as I am concerned,
anyone can write anything he Tikes,

Mr, PICKERING: If the Premier read
those articles, he must have heen struck by
several eriticisms they contained,

The Premier: It is easy to criticise.

Mr. PICKERTNG: But this eriticism is
that of a friernd. We are in this unfortunate
position, that although we have the Estimates
before us with a series of items, we have not
that information which skould be available
in the reports of the Lands Denartment,

The Premier: Yon will have two other full
opportunities.

Mr. PICKERING: T compliment the Min-
ister for Railways on the fact that his de-
partment’s report is availahle. We shall
therefore be able to deal fully with the Rail-
way Department when it comes up for con-
sideration. Tn connection with the Lands De-
partment the position hag arisen that certain
officers holding certain positions deal with
communieations from memhbers of Parlia-
ment, withovt any apparent authority from
the items on the Estimates. Perhaps the
Minister for Lands in replying on the general
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debate, may be able to show how it comes
about that certain matters which obviously
come under the jurisdiction of the Under
Seeretary for Lands arc dealt with by officers
whom we do not know by any particular de-
nomination. When the items are uwnder dis-
cussion I propose to ask for information in
that connection.

The Premier: We are always anxious to
expedite eorregpondence,

Mr. PICKERING: If we knew the exart
degrree of importance to place om the reply
of an officer who has not any particolar rank
in the Lands Department, it would be of as-
sistance to us, I do not know whether I am
getting the deeigion of the Premier in such
eircumstances; certainly I am not getting the
deeision of the Under Secretary, and this ap-
plies to questions of conriderable importanee.
Ag p rule, members do not communicate with
the departments unless the matters are of im-
portance. We recently had some criticism
about, to nse the vulgar term, the ‘‘pests’’
members of Parliament have been to certain
departments. Since that referemce appeared
in the Press, I felt it incumbent upon me to
send 21l my comfunications through the re-
sponsible Ministers. I have been asomewhat
astounded to find signatures attached to re-
plics T have received, of officers whom T do
not recognise as holding responsible positions.
I do not wish to wait on Under Secrctaries
and dcpartmental officers, but prefer to see
the Ministers responsible for the departments
affected. These things need some explanation.
T commend to the Minister for Lands the
urgent necessity and desirability of making
clear the few points upon which I have en-
deavoured to throw some light.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magmet) [8.0]:
The Department of Lands and Repatriation
is the rection of government supposed to he
doing the most vigorous work in conneetion
with the development of Western Australia,
We are assured by the Press, by the Premier,
and by politicians generally that the activi-
ties of the Lands Department are morc
marked to-day than during the past decade.
Great things are expected of the immigration
poliecy now in operation between the Old
Country and this State. This is not the time
to discuss other departments, but it appears
from the publicity given to the work of Gov-
ernment departments that this is the one de-
partment that is receiving all the support and
engaging the whole of the activities of the
administration in Western Australin. Very
little is heard ahout other departments, and
little activity iz noted regparding them in
Partiament or in the Press. Tf the Lands
Department be the one department where-
in the Government are showing great
activity, let us see what is being done
and whether tto expenditure, which is
essentially eonfined to the South-West
andl to the agrieultural industry in par-
ticnlar, is in the best intercsts of the State.
Let us see nhether that expenditure will bring
the best return in the quickest time. I have
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no knowledge whatever of the group settle-
meant system referred to by the member for
Sugsex. Later in the year, I propose to ses
the working of that scheme for myself, L
have no objection to the group settlement
system. I hope it works out successfully and
that the Premier secur:s all that success he
anticipates from it. I trust it will be a great
means of support for Western Awustralia and
an important factor in its development. Why
are the Government's activities confined to
the South-West in particular? Why is all the
moncy expended in the southern corner of the
South-West?

The Premier: It is not all spent there;
a lot goes to the wheat belt, too.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The principal activity
is shown in the extreme southern porfion of
the Bouth-West,

The Premier: A tremendous amount of
money iz going elsewhere, too.

Hon, M, F. TROY: I know money is being
advanced through the Agricultural Bank for
the development of the holdings of settlers in
the wheat helt.

The Premier: That is so.

Hon, M, F. TROY: With the exception of
the wheat growing areas and the South-West,
the Govermment are not active, particularly
regarding  the development of the pas-
toral and other industries. In tho wheat
belt, although the Government are ad-
vancing money for developmental work,
I find that they are confining the set-
tlers to earrying ont certain work, which,
in my opimon, is not ifo the best ad-
vantage of the State. Oune of the greatest
handicaps this year will be the want of water.
Say what members will, Western Augtralia is
a very dry country. Apart from South Avs-
tralia, it is the driest portion of the Com-
monwealth. Onc of our greatest needs in the
sueeersful development of the State is water
conscrvation. What are the Government do-
ing in that direction? Take the wheat belt.
A certain amount of money is advanced to
settlers to construet a dam. When a settler
eoneludes that he should he able to econ-
struet a large dam capable of secing him
throngh ene or two years, the Agri-
rulturnl Bank inspectors object to any such
eourse, and they confine settlers to putting
down dams of small dimensions. This I
consider is a hig mistake. [n the greater
nart of the wheat belt this year, the dams
have not been supplemented by tho winter
rains. In my eclectorate, and in cther por-
tions as well, no rain of any consequence
has run into the damsa this year, with the
result that the great majority of the gettiers
are left to carry on with the water that
flowed into the dams last wvear. TUnless we
get heavy  downpours from thunderstorms
during the summer, we shall be very short
of water. The Government confine scttlers

‘to dams of from 1,000 yards to & maximum

of 2,000 yards, whereas experiencé shows
that 2,000 yard dams are necessary, particu-
larly in those parts where the evaporation is
greatest. The Agrienltural Bank, however,
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will not advanee for sneh a parpose, I ecan-
not understand that poliey, seeing that a
great quantity of water is essential for sune-
cessful farming in such parts. Farmers must
carry stock to make a sueccess of their hold-
ings, and in order to de that, they must have
water. On my property I have three 3,000-
yard dams and [ doubt whether I will pull
through this year. In faet, T have no hope
of pulling through unless we get thunder-
storms during the coming summer. 1 have
already made preparationa to transfer my
atock elsewhere, so that water will be pro-
curable for them. Most settlers are not in
that ypesition, for they have uot the farili-
ties to shift their stock or the means to rent
another property. The result will be that
they will probably have to get rid of their
stock at a loss. ‘That means a severe handi-
cap to the development of the State, 1 have
told the Premier, as I have told the Agri-
cultural Bank inspectors and the settlers
themselves, that farmers should not bother
about small, paltry dams becanse, when they
want the water, it is not there for them.
Surely it is time the departmental offieers
had some idea as to the nccessities of this
State. If they have never had imagination,
they should have some ideas to-day which
will keep pace with the development of the
wheat-growing portions of the Rtate. The
Premier should see that large dams are put
dewn so as to earry the farmers for two
years if necessary, rather than to continue
the construction of the present pettifogging
types. The Government are scttling large
numbers of people in conncetion with the
group settlement secheme. Ther are being
settled on the Peel Estate; Herdsman’s
Lake is being drained at a tremendous coat
—1 do not kuow who will bear that cost;
the swamps around Perth and in the South-
West generally are being opened uwp. It
occurg to me that the produce from these
areas will all be perishable and Western
Australia lacks a market for produee of that
type.

The Premier :
factor, too.

Hon. M. F. TROY: How are these people
to carry on? In Osborne Park, the season
thig year has been a good one and there has
been a large production. Despite those
advantages, the growers cannot get any
price for their commodities. One of tho
largest producers in that district told me
that be could not get a shilling for his cab-
bages. When all these settlers commence
to produce, where will be the market
There is 2 market for dairy produce. There
is the overseas market for Western Australia
if our preduce can compare favourably with
that of other parts of Australia. I think it
will compare in time, but I doubt whether it
ean to-day. My idea of land settlement is
to extend the development of Western Aus-
tralia in those areas which will bring the
qnickest Teturns to the State. T wounld be
e¢hary of spending large sums of money in
settling people on land where the full pro-

Dairying will be a big
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duction will be apread over 10 or 12 or 15
years. I would pay attention to such areas
in due course, but in the meantime I would
confine myaelf to areas from which quicker
returns can be obtained. In my opinion, the
South-West will be developed by money won
in the wheat belt and the pastoral areas.
The proof of that is in the experience of our
successful settlers in the South-West areas.
The men who are of high standing with good
herds and splendid propertied are men Who
have made their money in Western Aus-
tralia. The Premier recently visited Gnow-
angerup and he knows the progress that has
been made there, not under any Government
system of group settlement but by men whe
made their money in the North-Weat and
went to the South-West.

The Premier: That is, except for the sheep
men. They have done wonderful work there.
Hon, 2 F. TROY: Men from my electo-
rate have done wounderful work in develop-
ing the country at Pinjarra and elsewhere.
The Premeir: That is go.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T am satisfied that
more money is to be made in the pastoral
areas and in the wheat country in five years
than ean he made in the South-West in 20
years. That means that our land can best
be developed by turning to those parts of
the State where wealth c¢an be returned
quickly and with that wealth we ecan de-
velop the other parts where the work is
harder and more costly. Coming to the wheat
belt, I am not satisfied that we have reached
the extreme areas for wheat production.
I do not think we have yct got farthest out,
not by any means, 'This year’s experience
has taught ns that we ecan grow wheat 70
miles out from the eige of the existing wheat
area. For the past 10 years the rainfall ab
Warridar, 120 miles from the coast, has been
hetter in the growing period than at my owm
place, 50 miles from the coast. At Warridar
Mr, T.eslie Parkes and others have been sue-
cessfully growing wheat crops for the jast
five years, T have not seen Letter crops any-
where on the voast. Morcover, they have
there an ahundznce of splendid water, ob-
tainable at reasonable depth. Also the soil
is 3ft. or 9ft. deep, and their seosea is earlier
than is ours, their crops ripening more quickly
than those on the coast. Out on some of
the stations for the past 17 years hay erops
have heen grown, and have failed only when
the coastal erops hace failel. Trere is o
¢lear line of demnreation between the whent
arcas and the pastoral belt. T de not sugzest
that any man should attempt to grow wheat
in pastoral country. The line i¢ very clear
andl distinet.  Tn the aunvnl*uml belt we
have big timber, whereas in the pasteral areas
we pget shallow so0ils. That is why \Iul]ewa,
altheugh in a goorl farming distriet, is not a
favovrable lorality for agrienlture. Tt is situ-
ated on rocky hills, nnd the soil is shallow.
But within a few miles the soil deepens and
farming s sueees-fully earried on. During
my visit to the Fastern States thiz year I
infquired into the conditions under which the
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farmers arc producng in Victoria and New
South Wales. In Queensland, of course, the
producton is mostly sugar. There is a good
deal of dairying, and now numbers of people
are going in for cotton. In Vietoria I travel-
led right through the Wimmera and through
the Mallee. T was astounded to learn that in
the Wimmera they have prorlaced profitable
crops on a four-ineh rainfall. So sdvanced
are their methods of cultivation that they no
longer fear drought. In the yzar before last
they had a very bad season, so bad that there
was no feed for stock, notwithstanding which
they had very good wheat 2rops. As you
drive along the roads you see everywhere
beantifully coltivated fields.

Mr. Piesse: Where is this paradise?
Hon. M. F. TROY: It is no paradise, but
merely a prosperous farming district, the

prosperity being due to the intelligence of
the farmer in profiting by his experience, We
have no such methods of cultivaticn here—
we merely fallow the land and leave it—mnor
have we, ag they have in Victoria, depart-
mental experts to travel albout and tcach the
farmers. There they have exhibitions, not to
show what they.can produce, but to show how
they can conscrve moisture. The cfficers of
the Vietorian Agricultural Department jour-
ney through the vountry making tallow tests;
and if a settler has a failure, he is promptly
shown how the failure was brought about.
There is available to the Vietorian farmer a
continnous econrse of education, a course far
wore advanced than any obtainable in West-
ern Australia. If we are to mareh with the
times we must do the same. Tt will pay the
Minister for Agriculture to embark on such
a policy. We nesil expert officers who will go
through the country cdistriets preacking the
gospel of moisture eultivation, and inquiring
inte the qualities and capacitics of soile. If
thiz were done, we would inerease our pro-
duetion one hundredfeld in 10 years.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is not
casy to induce old farmers to adopt new
methods.,

Hon, M, F. TROY: We have nad a signifi-
eant expericnee this year; the fallowed conn-
try is pulling theough all right, but the un-
fallowed land ia a failuore. We want the
policy which has been adopted in Vietoria.

The Minister for Apriculture: Twenty
years ago they were gefting the yields we are
getting to-day.

Hon. M. F. TROY: But to-day they are
getting their 30 and 40 bushels.

Mr. Piesse: Perhaps they use better fer-
tilisers.

Hon, M. F. TROY: No, they use the same
as we do, but they apply a heavier dressing.
This year, as the result of what I saw in
the Eastern States, I have used a heavier
dressing, and with advantage. The men on
the land require cduention more urgently
than do any olher section of the community,
kecavse the farmers do not travel about and
see for themselves what is heing donc in other
States, or even in other distriets. We shonld
have expert officers, gool eapable men, to
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educate the farmers. We could afford to pay
for highly trained wmen, becanse from their
work the 8tate woull reap a tremendous
advantage. It is popularly beliaved that the
suecessful agriculturist must be born en the
soil. Nothing of the sort. I agree that he
must like the gawme, and must have industry
and common gense. At the tiwe of the finan-
cial erash in the Esastern States, a nunber of
teachers in the Education Department of
New South Wales were put off, and many of
them went on the land. The c¢ld farmers
grinned sceptically. There did not scem to
be much chanee of the neweomers making
good. Yet when 1 ssent hack there this year
I found that the most succcsaful settlers were
those very ex-teachers wlio, although they had
ne expericnee to help them in their early
struggles, yet had both intelligence and in-
dustry.

Mr. Mamn: That occurred here when the
Government put the eivil servants on the land
at Yorkrakine.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That iy sv. To make
good on the land, a settler need only be indus-
trious and intelligent, and have a liking for
the game. Tt must be remembered, too, that
the scttlers in New South Wales had not the
asgistamve of an Agriculturnl bank. They
were carried by the storekeepers, paying
mighty heavy rates for the privilege, In
Qucensland they were in the hands of the
higgest monopoly in Australia, the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company. Thers is no place
in Australia where the farmer has as much
assistance ag is afforded him in Western Aus-
tralin, The credit for this lics entirely with
the Labour Government.

Mr. Munsie: And there is no country out-
side of Australia where the farmer gets the
assistance granted him in Western Australia.

Hon, M. F. TROY: The consideration
shown to the farmer in this State has been
invaluable. Nincty per cent. of the new set-
tlera put on the land prior to the advent of
the Labour Government weuld have had to
loave the land but for the Liahour Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Agriculture:
the land, always on the land.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I would establish
agricultural farms in the far areas where the
big timber still holds out and ascertain what
could be done over a term of five years. I
would put a good man there and give him an
opportunity to test the capacity of the soil
and the seasons before sending scttlers there,
After proving it for five years I would push
on its development. It amazes me that so
little regard is shown for the pastoral indus-
try which, in my opinion, will produce more
wealth to this State in the next 20 years than
any other irdustry with which we are now
concerned. Fast of the .Sandstone railway
is an area of pasteral land which is easily
accessible to the railway and markets, and is
well watered. The Minister for Agriculture
and his brother know the value of that eoun-
trty. Only during the last few years have a

Once on
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number of soldier settlers taken up land in
that loeality, and they have bad a very up-
hill fight against the depredations of dingoes.
On one station, I am informed, they goi no
lambs for six yeara, but this year owing to
the work of the settlers, they had a 94 per
cent. lambing, which was very good indecd.
To-day, when all the coastal portions of the
State are affected by drought, there is abund-
ance of feed in the Sandstone district, and
east of it to Lawlers and Lake Way. This
is the finest piece of pastoral country in the
State and one which can be easily developed.
The country must be opened up by stock
routes and water supplies, and the Govern-
ment must assist in the eradication of tha
dingoes. A few years ago a station at Sand-
stone could be purchased for £4,000. To-day
that same station could not Dbe bought for
£10,000, because the owner is going to put
sheep on it. Nothing brings se much wealth
or sueh a quick return as sheep. Put a settler
on the land and give him a thousand sheep
and he has a return within a year. Put him
in the South-West arcas and he might get a
return in 10 years if he is lucky. Put him in
the wheat arcas and give him 1,000 sheep and
he will clip £300 or £400 worth of wpol in a
year. In addition he will have the lambing
to augment his flocks. Tnder such a schema
the Government would gain more revenue
from their land and would ereate wealth in a
very short time. I would advise any young
man to go to the Sandstone district. There
is an abundance of water and good feed.
True there are the dogs to fight, but every
scttler has had to fight them. If the Govern-
meut would only spend £30,000 te exterminate
the dingoes in that distriet, I have it on the
word of Mr. Nairn, who apeaks with authority,
that this part of the State would carry five
million sheep within ten years. This is a
policy the Government ought to pursuc. Why
expend all this money in the South-West?
Why confine all development to the South-
West? TIs nothing to be done in those great
areas which are served by railways and which
are capable of bringing a pgood return to
Western Australia? There is the question
of feneing, I understand the Agrieultural
Bank will advance amounts for feneing,
The price of material is coming down. Tf
the Government would help in the extermina-
tion of dingoes in the wheat belt, ail the
farmers would carry sheep.

Mr. Piesse: Provided they had water,

Hon. M. F. TROY: An abundance of water
is essential. Coming to Aairying. I do not
pose a8 an expert, bot 1 recently paid a visit
to the XNorth Coast of New South Wales,
which every year exports more butter than is
produced in the whole of Vietoria, where the
pepulation is 300,000 and where farmers are
making a2 good living onr 30-acre blocka. I
dc not say that we enjoy similar natural ad-
vantages. They have eclimate, soil, summer
rain gnd an abundance of good feed., The
quality of XNorth Coast butter is renowned
even jn Western Austrnlia and this is dve,
not to snperior cattle but to superior feed.

[ASSEMBELY.]

*

I am pleascd te learn that the butter pro-
duced in the Geraldton factory this year is
amongst the best, if not the best produced in
Western Australia. I am told by people in
the Murchison that they prefer Geraldton
butter above any other turmed vut in West-
ern Australia, because it will keep. This is
due to one thing, not to beiter cattle than
are to e found in the Bouth-West, but to
better feed. The land is sweeter, the cultiva-
tion is older and the feed is more mature. I
noticed in a handbook published by the De-
partment of Agriculture that setelers going in
for dairying were advised to build silos. A
specimen silo was given and the settler was
agsured that a silo holding 80 tons could be
built for £70.

The Minister for Agriculture:
yrossible.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Then why publish
such a misleading paragraphi

The Minister for Agrieulture:
the date of the baok?

Hon, M, 1*, TROY; I eannot say.

The Minister for Agriculture: It eould not
he built for £180.

Hon, M, T. TROY: A friend of mine asked
a Westcrn Australinn firm for a quote for
building a timber silo to hold 80 tons and the
quote was £400. If the Minister wishes to
see dairying established, the only way to es-
tablish it permanently is to improve the feeda
and conscrve good fodder for the summer
months, and fodder ecan only be conserved by
hunilding sitlos. Why should not the Govern-
ment contract with a competent man who
knows the business to build 400 or 500 silos
al a reduced cost and advance the money
through the Agricultural Bank to farmers
anxious to instal silos? In Melbourne I met
a Luilding contractor wha built the wheat
silos for the wheat scheme in New South
Wales. When he heard that Western Aus-
tralia was going in for hulk handling, he
asked me if there would be any possibility of
securing work in Western Australia, A man
of that type who knows the game could under-
inke to build a big number of silos. The
farmer would sceure a loan which would bo
a charge against his property, and there
would be no risk of the silo being bad or in-
different. The Government would have the
plans and specifieations, the supervision, and
a man who knew the game, Tf the Minister
for Agrieulture embarked on snch a scheme
1 telieve he could get 400 or 500 silos buiit
in one lot for £100 apiece. The great trouble
at the present time, apart from the eipense,
is the risk,

The Minister for Agricuiture: There is no
expcrimentation abont the building of silos.

TIon, M, F. TROY: TIs not there? There
has Leen considerable trouble because they
leak and the air pets into them,

The Minister for Agriculture: That is dune
to faulty construction,

Haon, M. . TROY: Of course it 1s.

Mr., Money: Many of them have heen aban-
doned although they do not leak

That is not

What was
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Hon. M. F. TROY: They are largely used
in the Eastern States, particularly on the
South-Coast of New South Wales, where it is
neeessary to conserve fodder. In this way [
think the Government could hest advance the
dairying industry in this State. They could
also assist by purehasing good dairy cattle in
the Eastern States, Ounly this year there was
a slump in cattle values in the East.

The Minister for Agriculture: A big slump.

Hon, M., F. TROY: When in Melbourne I
apent a day at the cattle market and found
good cattle heing sold at £7 a head. Some
had been sold at £3 or £4 a head. T made
inquiries of Daigetys, but I found that the
cost of bringing over a amall number would
be prohibitive. I felt like wiring to the Pre-
mier, directing his attention fo this oppor-
tunity, and suggesting that he purchase a few
hundred head, which would have heen a good
thing for Western Australia, We must im-
prove our feeds, conscrve jodder and improve
the quality of our herds befere we can hope
to successfully compete with the Eastern
States. The greater portion of the money
now being reeeived by the Treasurer is being
expended in the South-West, even the money
advanced by the Federal Government to assist
in road making.

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hon, M. F, TROY : Well, where is it being
spent?

The Premier: FEverywhere; some of it at
Geraldton.

Hon, M, . TROY : It is not being spent in
any loecality represented by members on this
side of the House.

The Premier: It is a mere accident then.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Is the policy of the
present Government one of spoils to the vie-
ters? IHave they no concern for any elector-
ates except those of their own supporters?

Hon., P. Collier: It is largely that.

Hon, M, F. TROY: There iz no question
about it.

Alr, Munsgie: They have to give it to them
to keep them quiet.

Hon. M. F. TROY: They will have to give
it to us to keep us quiet.

Mr, Mann: Have you heard about the Peel
Estata?

Hon, M, ¥. TROY: The Pcel Estate in-
deed! We ask questions of the Minister Tor
Works. All we get are inisleading replies
caleulated to insult our intelligence, T ap-
proached the Minister for Works with regard
to n water sapply on the stock route in the
Murchison. All he said was ‘“Let them do it
for themselves. There is only one settter down
there yet.?? There always will be one settler
further out than the others, and apparently
he is always to be made to suffer,

Hon. P. Collier: Whilst the Goverpment are
bearing the expense of maintaining as well as
constrieting water supplies in the agricul-
tural districta.

Hor. M. F. TROY: Yes, but they care
nothing for the other parts of the State.
The policy of the Government is one of spoils
to their supporters. The position is hecoming
intolerable in this House, The Government
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ean build reads to Kalamunda and Rocking-
ham, and the Minister for Works can build
roads at Maida Vale which further advance
the value of the blocks there. But where does
the baek country come in?

Hon. P. Collier: And there is £8,000 for the
Mandurah road.

Hon. M. P, TROY: Peet & Co. are advertia-
ing that the Minister for Works has agreed
to advanee a certain sum of money for the
completion of the road to Maida Vale, and
blocks are for sale there, This is an induce-
ment for people to buy. But the Minister
for Works eannot put down a well in the back
country in order to assist the struggling sct-
tlers, who are so far out that the Government
do mot bother about them,

Hon. P, Collier: It is a shame!

Hon. M. F. TROY: It is a damned shame.
I have told the settlers in my electorate that
the Government are not concerned about them.
That is true, I know a settler who has seven
children, and whe is struggling along on a
station at Depot Hilla en borrowed money.
The Minister for Works will de nothing 1o
assist him in the way of water supplies, but
for Mandurah or for the hills it is a pieasure
for him to help. It is all right to build a road
from Pinjarra to Collie beside an existing
railway. The money is available for that.

Mr. Wilson: He does not spend much at
Collie.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Government have
had a fair passage from members on this
side of the ITouse, but there will have to be a
return to the old times. There will have to
be justice, and some fight will have to be pnt
up for the people in the back country. I am
greatly concerncd about the development of
what is knewn as the northern part of the
South-West, namely, the Geraldton distriet.
The Government are spending a large amount
of money in the South-West, but we know that
much of this will be wasted, and much of the
cost will have to be written off, just as will
have to be done in the case of soldier sebtle-
ment and Herdsman’s Lake. Why do not the
Government purchase some of the large areas
around the Geraldton distriet where the soil is
heautiful, the rainfall is good, and the land
is adjacent to a port? The area is capable
of sucressful development, Between Minge-
new and Mullewa are numbers of statisns
which wonld rapidly respond to development,

The Minister for Agriculture: We boughi
two properties there,

Hon, M. F. TROY: There arc several sta-
tions which would provide a good living for
hunAreds of families. Why do the Govern-
ment neglect so fine an opportunity?

The Minister for Agriculture: The Govern-
ment repurchased nearly three-quarters of a
million acres during the past 10 years up
there.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Here is a great op-
portunity for safe development in that part
of the country. Why are the Government
not interested in it?  Their aitivities are all
bent upon the South-West. Must we, who
represent the northern parts of the State,
feel that we are wasting our time here and
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be unable to do anything for our people?
Must we beg for the slightest convenienec
and be refused, and sit silently by while the
Government turn the whole of their atten-
tion to other parts of the State?

The Premier: Twenty times as much money
has been spent on the wheat belt as in the
. South-West.

Hon. M. P. TROY: And twenty times as
mich has been returned for the expenditure.
The same thing would apply to the district
I am speaking of. There will always be 1
market for wheat, wool, lambs and pigs.

The Premier: There will be plenty ot
lambs from the South-West.

Hon. M, F, TROY: But the most wheat
and wool will not ¢ome from the Seouth-
West.

The Minister for Agrieulture: In two
years’ time the wheat production of the State
will be doubled.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The figures may be
cven larger that that, but there must be an
intelligent method of production and an in-
telligent expenditure of money by the Gov-
ernment on the wheat growing parts of the
State. Within 21 years Weatern Australia,
under a wise poliey of development, should
rival the great wheat produeing State of
New South Wales.

The Premicr: We have authorised the ex-
penditure of £245,000 for the wheat belt.

Hon, M. F, TROY: To existing scttlers?

The Premier: No.

Hon. M. I’ TROY: With regard to the
classification of land, there is in the wheat
belt a large area of inferior land for which
the Government are asking too high a priec.
It eomyrises thousands of acres of sand
plain.

Mr. OLoghlen: What is a fair price for it!

Hen. M. F. TROY: About 2s. an aere. I
doubt if it would pay to fenee it at that
price.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
away.

Hon. M, . TROY: I would permit settlers
to take it up on a 30 vears’ lease at a pep-
percorn rental on condition that they made
use of it, fenced it, stecked it and established
water supplies upon it. In that way it ecould
he trrened into a valuable asset. At present
huondreds of thousands of arres of this class
of country are going to waste. The Govern-
ment are charging 4s. 6d. an aere for it,
In addition there is the tazation upon it,
based on that valne, the road board rates,
and so on. The result is the settler has had
to abandon the propoesition, Those settlers
who have taken it up are clients of the In-
dustries Assistanee Board, and their rents
are heing paid by that board.

The Premier: They pay no rent for five
yenrs,

Hon. M. F. TROY: That was one reason
why they took it un. Tt is absnrd te let them
takr it up when they cannot make a suecess
of it.

Mr, O'Lorhlen: You would not say that
the forest conntry was too dear.

That would be giving it
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lion, M. P. TROY: No. At présent this
area lies unoccupied, and is the home for
such pests as emmus, rabbits, and kangaroos,
which do an infinite amount of injury to the
crops of other settlers.

The Minister for Agriculture: A lot of it
is worth only la. an acre.

Hor, M, F, TROY: That is 80, The Agri-
cultural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Board are turning down all applieations for
#id on York gum coumtry. At one time it
was considered that this was the best type of
enuntry and the most hig'ly productive. Of
course, it may he better in some localities
than in others. T am informéd that the bank
nnd the board are refusing assistance to per-
saons cxeept those who hold salmon gum and
gimlet country.

The Minister for Agriculture: I would not
say that,

Hon. M. P. TROY: If that be the poliey
of the Government, why are they advertising
this York gum ecountry for sale? Why has it
Leen clagsiticd as first and second class Jand
when, in the opinion of these two imstitu-
tions, it is ncither the one wor the othert

The Minister for Agricultnre: Jam eoun-
try gives the hest results.

Hon. M. F TROY: I know settlers who
have taken up York gum and malec country.
They are good farmers, but are handicapped
by the lack of nssistance. On the chart
shown te tie settlers, when they took up the
land, it is marked as first and socond class
tand and shown as cultivable. Tt is charged
for at the same rate as salmon gum ¢ountry,
and yet the two institutions T have referred
to will not advance a penny on it. Do the
Cioverument propose to alter their policy?
Thex should either discourage settlers from
taking up that lJand or make assistance avail-
able to them. What does the Premier pro-
pose to dof?

"fhe Premier: Tt is good land.

TMon. M., ¥. TROY: Then why not assist
the settler?

The Premier: You ecannot have the bank
managed hy the settlers.

Hon, M. I, TROY: Tt amounts to a poliey
of deception and fraud upon these people to
allow them to take it up clagsified as first
and second class land, and then deny them
the right that is given to other settlers who
Lhave paid the same price for their holdings.
Every settler who in this couniry talkes up
a certain arca of land understands that he
is entitled to help from the Agrienltural
Bank. He has that inducement before him.
No asristanee may be marked on the plan
showing thia particular land, but neither is
there any notification that no assistance wiil
be granted. The settler taking up this land,
after making all his arrangements, finds that
he can obtain no assistance whatever from
the Agricultural Bank. Tt costs him u great
deal of money to make his home and to bore
for water, XNow as regards the Surveyor
General. T am amazed that at a time like
this, when the State is in difficulties, when
the deficit is so great that we d» not bother
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about it any more, the Government retire a
Jarge number of competent officers. If ever
there was a time when competent officers
were needed it is now, and if ever there wag
o time when the Government could not
afford to retire eompetent officers, it is now,
Mr. King is a man with capaeity for yeara
of good service to the State. He may be 60
years of age, but as men .go he iz a young
man, with many years of active gervice be-
fore him. He knows this country from one
cnd to the other. He gave valuable servics
to mining development, and he should know
something about the agricultural and pas-
toral lands of Western Australia. I know
bim to be an experienced and reliable officer.
And this experienced and reliable officer 13
being retircd on a pension, paid to do
nothing, while the Government will appoint
another man in his place, and yet another
man in that other man’s place, The other
day a retired eivil servant told me that ho
wag one of a party of eight who went out
fishing in a boat, all hale and hearty, ail
looking for a new start in life, and all of
them retired eivil servants, drawing a total
of £2,000 a year in pensions from the Gov-
ernment, One can hardly imagine such a
thing happening in a State which is unearly
bankrupt, which would be bankrnpt if its
creditors pressed it—a State which has a
six-million overdraft, and which ecannot
recover in a decade. Is that seund and econ-
omical government?

The Premier: All men may nut be equally
valuable.

Hon. M. F, TROY : Soine men may not be
pliable, and may not make themselves agree-
able to the whims of ali Ministers; and that
might be a good thing for the country. I
do not suggest for a moment that an officer
should dietate to his Minister, but I do think
the permanent heads, if they ar: worth their
salt, abould oceasionally be consulted by
Ministers. A Minister may prsfit by con-
sulting the judgment of his chief officers.

Several civil servants recently retronchbed .

might well have been retained for the benefit
of the State. I do not know Mr. King per-
sonally; I know bim only as an officer; I am
not aware whether he objects to being re-
tired, bot he is capable of good service to
the State yet. The same thing may be said
of Mr. Btenberg and other officers. Their
retirement means placing on the shoulders
of the country a burden it cannot afford to
bear. I hope the Premier’s policy in the
South-West will be sunecessful, but I also
hope that this Parliament will not allow the
Premier to engapge alt the activities and all
the revenuoes of the country in the South-
West, I trust Parliament will insist that
the other industries controlled by this de-
partment, which are equally valuable, if
not more valuable, will get a fair deal from
the Government in the way of assistance
and development. What is ths diffevence
between a settler in the outhack pastoral
areas and a settler in the South-West? Why
should the ome get every consideration, even
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to the payment of 9s. per day, while the
other iy left to shift for himseli? I claim
that the man who has goune outback is more
valuable, because he has the experience, grip
and courage. It is up to the Governmens
to help that man, and this Parliament should
insist that he shall be helped.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [9.8]: A good
deal has been said to-night, especially by
the last speaker, that is helpful to those of
us Who are not farmers or technically ex-
perieneed in the subject. There is a phase
of land settlement which I consider of
paramount importance in thesy days of
development, or semi-devclopmont. The
gystem which the Premier has instituted of
scttlement by groups is a great step for-
ward. The co-operation of individnal efort
muyt result in 8 great deal of progress where
gingle effort would probably fail. Rut cer-
tain difficulties faee practically all men
farming in Western Australia io-day, The
greatest problem we have to solve, along-
side the settlement of our farming peopula-
tion, is the disposal of the articles which the
tarmers produce. I do not see how the pro-
vigion of land on the one hand can dbn
separated from the provision of markets on
the other. 1 acknowledge that the Landas
Department are doing valuable service in
providing land, but I think the leadera of
land settlement will agree with me that the
greateat difficulty of the man on tho land
is the disposal of his products. It is
agtonishing but true that Western Australia
in respect of certain articles has a glut at
obe period of the year and is barren of them
et another. The Government would be well
advised to create some special branch of the
Lands Department to consider the prepara-
tion of gooda for market and their disposal.
A natoral corollary to group settlement
seems to be a system of group marketing,
tbe dispasal of the group settiers’ products
on a wholesale basis. One of the most pro-
gressive settlements in Australia is Kenden-
up, and there we sce the very Xitest methods
for the preparation 2nd disposal of erops as
they are grown, In connection with repatri-
ation, numbera of cur soldiers are seitled on
intense culture land, growing roof crops,
stone fruits, and such prodnets as tomatoes,
most of which, if not all, are perishable
goods, the disposal of which is impossible.
‘Within the last few days it has c¢ome to my
knowledge that soldiers within 30 miles of
Perth are suffering under severe disabilities.
The matter is now bLeing investigated by a
select committee, Their chief disability is that
of enhanced initial cost. Beyond that, how-
ever, there is the hopeless barrier of a lack of
markets. Prior to the mectings of the com-
mittee, and also sinee the meetings of the com-
mittee, men have told me that they can see
no light ahead of them; that having got their
land prepared and sown their crops and
reaped their crops, they have oaly the ex-
perience of the past to go on, an experience
of utter loss of produce which has required
hard toil to place it on the market, In this
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connection I may refer to the fact that yes-
terday we had betore us a Bill which songht
ta provide a new system of marketing, Cer-
tainly we want o new sy:tem; the present
system is entirely unsatisfactory. We have
the market glutted to-day, and bare to-mor-
row. We have prices out of all proportion
to the value of goods which are offered. Un-
fortunately, the proportion is in the wrong
direction, from the point of view of the pro-
ducers. I believe that by employing up to
date methods—the Government should lead
in this matter, and it shonid pot be left to
private companits to teach the Government—
in eonneetion with dehydrators, cold storage,
plant and mavchinery for the disposal of pro-
duets, much good can be done. The greatest
problem confronting us to-day is that reclat-
ing to the disposal of our goods. There is
great need for the correlation of our indus.
trics. We have members here who can see
only a grain of wheat; they eannot sec the
needs of the State as a whole. 1 believe the
wheat growing and dairying industries thould
be eorrelated, so that we may progress pro-
perly. 1 have pointed out before that we are
apt to regard ourselves as a faetor in the
world of wheat. The day is coming when we
will realise that in the world of wheat we are
a very small entity indeed. I we are to
grapple with this que:tion, we should take
stepa which will lead to the disposal of our
wheat erop within our own borders. That is
not necessary to-day, but the time will come
when it will be necessary to absorb the whole
of our products in that direetion, within the
State. That can be done by the correlation
of our indusiries and by furning our wheat
into pigs, poultry, cggs and other intense
culture produce. Unless something is done,
all the findings of select committees, all the
writing down of eapital cort and all the tre-
mendous burden on the individuoal taxpayers,
will bz of no avail, We will not be able to
progress in the right direction, We cannot
for ever live on eapital, but we must go on
producing new capital wherever possible, and
unless we can find a market for the produce
we are growing, these difficuities will eonfront
us more and morc. We can cffect many im-
provements in the scheme of things as it i3
to-day. I would not insult the intelligence of
the Premier by saying that he rogards his
land settlement scheme as perfect. I know
he is open to receive suggestions such as
thase which have been placed bofore him to-
night. With all humility, T suggest to him
that he should establish a special branch of,
perhaps, the Lands Department, to give at-
tention to the problem of marketing the pro-
duce of the State, and cffecting improve-
ments in that direetion. There are one or
two other poiuts to whieh 1 desire {o draw
attention. We are told we arc to have a
woollen mill in Western Australia. The Lands
Department will be indirectly interested in
that proposal. Could not consideration be

given to opening up some of these parts of -

the State by means of cheaver railways?
We are opening vp areas which may bhe
regarded as in the experimenial stages,

LASSEMELY.]

for the purposes of group settlement and
closer settlenent generally. There is oue
railway which I would refer to the Premier
tor his vonsideration. It is the Decauville
syatem which, 1 am informed, can be con-
structed at a eost of only £348 a mile. The
upkeep of that railway system is very smal) in
comparison with the ordinary type. I ecan
speak from personal knowledge of the value
and the practical benefit derived from that
railway. We saw it in operation in France
over very long mileages. We saw one littla
engine pulling four or five hundred men, We
saw the little bogey trucks, each capable of
carrying 10 toms, conveying tremendous loads
of material and ammunition under exception-
ally hard conditions. The advantage of that
system is its cheapness, its utility and its
small running cost. I liope the Governmoent
wiil consider the use of that type of railway
when opening up fresh lands in the South-
West, even if it be regarded as of a tempor-
ary nature. These railways give very effi-
cient service and proved themselves under per-
haps the most diffienlt conditions imaginable,
such as were to be found in the war zones in
France. T believe that by the application of
special brains to special subjeets, we can
bring in some method of adequately dispos-
ing of our goods. Thig, I think, is
a subjeet of prime importance to the
farmers of to-day. Aa a eity member, I
kuow that consumers are concerned about
the wide margin between the price the farmer
receives for his produce and the charges
levied on the consumers. The margin is
so0 great that people naturadly ask why
there should be asuch a disparity between
the two clements, the price to the farmer and
the price to the consumer. Unless we can
bring into operation means of co-operation
hetween the farmers for the conservation of
their produce in some way that will regulate
the flow of goods to the markets, such as by
means of an improved wmarketing system, we
will be up against difficolties which will in-
erease ag time goes on,

Mr., O'LOGHLEN (Forrest)
liave ouly a dozen words to offer.

The Minister for Agriculture:
rour first speech this session.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I wag pleased to hear
the remarks by the member for Mt Magnet
(Hon. M. T. Troy), who alwavs delivers an
informative speech when discussing this sub-
jeet. As he is a praetical farmer who is
tilling the soil in one of the difficult portions
of this State, I hope the CGovernment will
profit fram his remarks, T have no desire to
speak at the length to which the member for
AMt. Magmet went, but T would like to draw
attention to the faet that it is increasingly
difficult for peaple to get hold of wheat selec-
tions. The demand for land has grown apare,
ond, particularly duving the last few months,
a great number of people have evidenced a
pronounced land hunger., Consequently, most
of the people who are accommodated in that
direction to-lay arc being sent to the greup

|9.22]: T

This is
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settlements. That schene is A most laudable
proposal—a big, ambitious undertaking. The
gscheme is one that demands a great deal of
paotience; it involves the expenditure of mueh
eapital before it ean be brought to fruition.
Dealing with this question of group settle-
ment, I noticed that when the Premier out-
lined a big scheme of railway construction a
few weeks ago, a leading article appeared in
the ‘‘West Australian’’ the next day. It
fallowed on some remarks of the Premier at
Parkerville and on a speech delivered by the
Minister for Railways at Gordon River, The
article struck me as one of the finest penned
for many a day, inasmuch as it demanded
eaution. Why do we demand cauntion? We
realise that the progress of the South-West
will be slow. The big timber that daily
igsues a challenge to man is the greatest ob-
stacle to speedy development in those parts
to-day. As a result, the 20 odd groups lo-
cated in the timbher country are progressing
slowly becavse the timber is there in abund-
ance. Although those groups are progressing,
they have the advantage of the sustenance
allowance which enables them to continue.
Their difficulties atill lie ahead of them. They
eannot get as quick returns as are possible
from other parts of the State. My only ab-
jeet in rising to speak is to deal with the
condition of affaira T noticed at Denmark a
few weeks ago, With the member for Sussex
{Mr. Pickering), I spent three days in that
locality, I put it to the Premicr that the
experience of Denmark is the most damning
inilietment against the profituble scttlement
of the karri country, under the conditions
earried out there, that can be brought for-
ward. It is up to the Government to follow
bad moncy a little further, and make it good
or go slow regarding this schome generally.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Shut up
shop or stick to it. .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister has out-
lined his proposal.
closed up, the same proceeding might apply
te other parts.

The Premier: We are not going to close

up.
Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I hope not.

Tho Premier: There arc a lot of settlers
there.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The lesson of Den-
mark is that there was a good deal of bung-
ling by the Lands Department in the days
when settlement was being encouraged there.
People who had a good deal of money were
nnxious to take up holdings at Denmark, for
it was deseribed in those days as the ‘‘Gipps-
land of the Wést.’”* Many months clapsed
before intending settlers conld get on their
heldings, Many went away disheartened and
jimpatient at the delays. The result was that
the land was thrown open. The settlers
struggled hard to subdue the luxuriant growth
of vegetation in that most beautiful spot
around Denmark. Vast sums of money were
expended, and we have this outstanding fea-
ture, that the people who settled at Denmark
were mostly men with money. I know many

If Denmark is to he .
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who came from the Menzies district, and who
left those parts with a good deal of money
in order to take up Dblocks in the Denmark
distriet. To-lay they have broken hearts and
empty pockets. That is the fate of many
pioneer settlers in typical karri counmtry. OF
the original settlers, 52 left their homes.
When I was in the distriet the other day, I
had an opportunity of visiting a namber of
those who are struggling against fearful
and overwhelming odds. The Government have
endeavoured to lielp them. A butter factory
was established, but the first output was con-
demned by the health authorities. The settlers
wore cncouraged to go in for dairy farming,
but, owing to the temporary depreciation in
the price of butter fats, dairying failed aund
the people Iid not have sufficient fodder to
keep their eows at concert piteh, with the re-
sult that the stock had to be sold, To-day
on many of the holdings the seleetors are
gazing at their crop of young karri that is
eoming along nieely, and longing for the day
when a paper pulp mill will be erccted to
tern their karri into paper. These men of
big learts and many disappointments, are
struggling and hanging on in the hope of
something eventnating. Some people have
spent as much as £3,000 on their properties.
I know pcople who have lost a lot of money
there, but there is no reason why, with a little
more assistance and encouragement, Denmark
should not even now be made successful. It
has all the advantages necessary with romning
sireams, magnificent water, and splendid soil,
and settlers prepared to do their part. The
people there have been on their properties
without Government assistance.  Had they
bteer in receipt of a sustenance allowance
of 10s. per day, Denmark would now be
one of the moast prosnerous scttlements in
Western  Australia. The Government did
not adopt present methods wn the earlier
days amd many of the settlers, rich and
poor alike, have gone down in the attempt
to conquer the forces of mature.  Those
settlers need a guiding hand to-day. They
want praetienl assistance, and one of the
crying needs there is the provision of silos,
Repeated applications have been made to the
Agricultural Bank for assistance in that dir-
cetion, but in no case wounld the bunk grant
the nccessary advances.

Hon. M, ¥, Troy: The Agricultural Bank
has no imagination!

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: As to the officers of
the Agricultural Bank, I will not adopt the
same attitude as tost other hon. members
rogarding the princiral ofticer, Mr. Mclarty.

Hon. M, F. Troy: He is a wood man, but
stodgy.

Mr. O’LOGHLEX: I will not attempt to
culogise him to the extent others have done,
but T will say he is a splendid officer, who is
overworked, It is possible there may be a
little prejudice against the gdistriet. I was
told at Denmark that the impression there is
that the settlers have no more hope of get-
ting additional assistamee from the hank
than t"e Premier has of riding the swinner of
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the Melbourne Cup. It is not possible to get
it.

The Premier: I would ride the winner,

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: The consequence is that
these settlers are devoid of any hope of
assistance.

The Premier:
ton,

AMr. O'LOGHLEN: T suggest to the Pre-
mier that he should ride to Denmark and
view the situation on the spot.

The Premier: We will go together,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is no good boasting
of the possibilities of the country Irom Flin-
ders Bay to Denmark

Hon. P, Collier: The Premier’s new loves!

Mr, O’LOGHLEX: It is no good boasting
of the possibilities of Nornalup—we have no-
thing to approach that beautiful garden in-
side our borders—or of other parts, unless
some assistance is given in the dirce-
tion I have indicated. The Premier pronoses
to spend money in constructing two railways
to span this country, watered by about six or
seven magnificent rivers, one of them the
best in the State. It is of no use talking of
developing that country, until we demonstrate
that we can make a success of similar coun-
try at Denmark. I ask the Premier and the
Minister for Agriculture, is it their inten-
tion to provide silos for those settlers?

The Minister for Agriculture: we are
going to spend £1,200 on equipping the State
farm, so as to give the farmers better stock.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But the place is too
small for anm experimental State farm., In-
stead of equipping the farm, it might be bet-
ter to give a winning settler assistance. Of
course, thero are setflers and settlers. As the
seleet committee inquiring inte the manage-
ment of the LA B, will find out, a great deal
of money has been wasted on settlers who will
never make good. That applies also to group
settlements, One and a quarter million of
money has been lost to the LA.B,

Hon. P. Collier: Only about £100,000 has
been written off.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: But I am gpeaking of
bad debis. Against that, has to he recorded
the fact that through the ageney of the
I.AB. over eight millions of new wealth has
bern produced.  So, even if that loss even-
tuates, the wealth produced by the LA.B. has
TLeen o good thing for the Btate.

The Premier: Over a million has been paid
to the Crown.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, but there ia no
helping hand for the peopls of Denmark, no
further assistance from the Apricultural
Bank. Settlers there are waiting for the
Premier to establish a group amongst them,
50 ag to cause a little boom and enable them
{0 sell out and get away.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a pretty bad

I rode a horse at Flemin-

apirit.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Some of the set-
tlers there are tired of the whole busi-

ness. If the Government wish to suceeed
at Pemberton and other places, they
ought first to complete the work of settling
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Denmark. So maay prievances have the set-
tlers there that every shop in the town is
plastered with notices convening meetings.

Hon, P, Collier: Grievances are becoming
the principal industry.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If a politician goes
near the place they fill a hall and demand a
speech from him. The member for Sussex
(Mr, Pickering) when there told them the
true story of his life, and they appreciated
it.

Hon. M. F. Troy: How lonz did it take

him?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: About three-quarters
of an hour,

Mr. Chesson: He must have condensed his
remarks.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister for

Agriculture proposes to spend £1,200 in
cquipping the State farm. Settlers there
would be doubtful as to whether expenditure
in that direction was the best thing.

The Premier: They reynire stud stock.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN; Perhaps s¢, but owing
to the exceedingly heavy rainfall the roads are
impassable, the road board has no funds, be-
eouse nobody pays rates, for the reason that
nobody has any money, the fiovernment will
not make a grant, and so there are no roads.
It took the member for Sussex and me nine
and a half hours with pood horsues to go a few
miles after the car broke down, Wu had to
stop for refreshments at three dJdifferent
houses along the track.

Hon. P. Collier: You would cheer them
up a bit,

Mr, O’LOGHLEXN: We could not; we
could not even give them promises. All we
could do was to sympathise with them, and
that was no good.

The Premier: Surely you Aid not stop for
refreshments three times in nine hours?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We stopped to give
the horses a spell, and we found the hos-
pitality of the people wonderful. Some years
ago the Premier put about 1,000 goats into
the district, but they ali perished in the
serub.

The Minister for Agriculture: JIt's not
nuch of a distriet if goats ean’t live there.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: They had to exist on
the young karri shoots. Karri shocts make
good paper, but will not keep goats alive. The
district i3 capable of being made a wonderful
Mace. Certainly it is a better timber district
than a distriet for agriculture. On some of
the selections are to be seen magnificent karri
trees, thousands of irees to the uere, so close
to one another that they are fighting each
other for a share of the sunlizht and the
80il sustenance. They are not able to come
to anything like maturity beecause of their
remarkable naumher, and as a reault selectors
have given up thoughts of farming and are
waiting for the establishment of a paper-
pulping mill.

Hon, P, Collier: It seems to be a fair field
for the Tourist DNepartment.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: Tourists conld not be
sent to a finer spot. If only one were a
painter one might hope to depict the sceme,
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hut words are quite incapable of describing
the beavtivs of the place.

Mr. Durack: I3 there good fishing there?

Alr. O'LOGHLEN: Splendid. The hon.
member eonld not do better than go and see
the plaee for himself, The Minister for
Agricvlture, too, ought to inspect the dis-
trict, particularly if he really thinks of
spending all that mongy on the State farm,
Owing to the impassable state of the roads,
settlers six or cight miles out from Denmark
are quite unable to bring in their produce.
‘What they regnire are silos, if omly in the
proportion of one to every four or five set-
tlers, They ean manage to get into Denmark
with the product of thuir scparntors, but they
require silos to keep their stock going. They
produce many varieties of vegetubles, only to
feed them to the cows, for there are no means
of getting the stuff in to tbe market. Den-
mark ean grow anything, but its most pro-
fitnble lines must inevitably be butter and
hacon.

The Premier:
ful apples.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It may, but the
trouble is the seftlera are pgrowing into
«hronie growlers. There is throughout the
district a feeling of despondency because of
the lack of sympathy and assistance, A
number of the settlers have left the place
and gone up to the distriet of the Minister
for Agriculture. Nothing but silos can save
the remainder. If Denmark fails, the failure
will go a long way towards killing the other
prejects, and certainly will not win support
for the twin railway proposals, the one to Mt.
Barker and the other to Denmark, I hope the
Premior will fulfil his promise to those set-
tlers, The thing was bungled from the start.
The settlers did not get assistance in their
preliminary stages.

The Premier: Yes they did.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: At all events they re-
quire further assistance, but the Agrieultural
Bank turns a deaf ear. The Premier has
spent a lot of money there, but unless he
spends more, Denmark will be the graveyard
of the hopes of inany settlers.

AMr. PIESSE (Tceodyay) [9.40]: The re-
marks of the hon. member certainly do go
home. The Premier and the Mimster for
Agriculture should see what +an be done. I
have heard appalling accounts of the posi-
tion of the Denmark settlers.

The Premier: T have been there frequently,
and I have assisted them tremendously. They
are not so badly off.

Mr. PIESSE: More than half of
have left the distriet.

The Premier: I am not responsible for

The place will grow beauti-

them

that, We have helped them and arc helping
them atill.
Mr. PIESSE: Bauat they require further

assistance, and I hope the Premier will ex-
tend to them the fullest consideration. He
is always kindly disposed and anxzious to see
settlers progress.

[49]
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The Mipister for Agriculture: The posi-
tion requires collective effort rather than in-
dividual effort.

Mr, PTESSE: I can only hope that better
results will he achieved in that distriet, The
land policy of the State requires amendment.
Different methods are necessary to ensura
successful settlement of the great inland
wheat belt. 1 endorse the remarks of the
member for Mt. Magnet (Hon. M. ¥. Troy)
in respect of water supplies. To ensure the
suceessful settlement of the wheat belt, good
water supplies arc essential. [t would pay
the Government to spend half a million of
money in providing ample water supplies.

Mr. Latham: And reserve supplies.

Mr. PIESSE: 1f water is provided—and it
can be provided—there will be no difficulty
in settling the big areas of country at
present lying idle. The Premier is aware
that there is still a large area of land east
of the Esperance-Norseman route enjoying
a good rainfall, but in the summer time it
is Impossible to find 2 bucket of water any-
where between Israelite Bay and Mt. Ridley
situated 60 miles north of Esperance. Be-
tween those two places there is a large arca
of land which will some day be settled for
wheat growing. It would be a wise policy
to expend a congiderable sum of money in
providing water supplies in the wheat coun-
try. The position to-day is mere seriocus
than it was 12 years ago. There is a large
settlement in the Mt Marshall, Kununoppin
and Mt. Brown districts where the people
are short of water, and this sammer they
will be faced with all the difficulties of cart-
ing water for many miles. A meeting held
at Wyaleatechem the other day was attended
by representatives from districts as far dis-
tant as 100 miles east of that town, and it
was decided to send a deputation to the
Premier to impress upon him the seriousness
of the position as regards the water supply.
Given reasonable supplies of water, that
country will earry many thousands of sheep.
The water difficulty i8 not confined to one
distriet. It is a problem that confronts the
settlers throughout the wheat belt from
Mullewa to Esperance. The Government
should give early consideration to¢ this mat-
ter, and I sincerely hope that at no distant
date measures will be adopted to effectually
cope with the diffculty.

Mr. J. H SMITH (Nelson) [9.48]: What
applies to the settlers in the Denmark dis-
trict, ag has been well pointed out by the
member for Forrest, applies to settlers south
of Pemberton and in the Warren River dis-
triet who are situated 30 miles from com-
munieation. In 1911 these people were
persuaded to go there on the promise of a
roilway being construeted in three years.
Dozens of these men, after getting advances
from the Agricultural Bavk, have left their
holdings. Some are working in the timber
mills, some in the wheat belt, some in Perth,
They are sticking to their holdings in the
hope that the timber one day will be profit-

4
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able. This condition of affairs is due to the
lack of Government assistance to get their
preduce to market. The Government sbould
bave constructed roads and provided railway
eommunication.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They have not had ‘the
asgistance of the I.A.B. aither.

Mr, J. H. SMITH : Quite so. Between
Bridgetown and Mt Barker we find settlers
of the third generation on the land, some of
the finest farmers in Western Avstralia, I
wish the member for Mt. Magnet (Hom. M.
P, Troy) would go down and sce that land.
These men have planted orchards and, owing
to the lack of railway facilities, they have
to cart their produce distances of 40 to 50
miles, We hear a lot of boasting about what
the Government are doing to settle people
on the land. I wish the Premier would tour
the Pemberton distriect and see those hard-
working men, who would make the best of
settlers, men who have a few hundred pounds
in their pockets and require nu assistance,
but who cannot get land. If he did so, I
am sure he would make land available for
them., At the present time ng land south
and east of Bridgetown is to be thrown open
except under group settlement conditions.

The Premier: That is not so,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Mr. Camm told me so
when I made application to him. I am told
that all this Jand is held up for group settle-
ment,

Mr, O’Loghlen: That ia true,
five letters from Pemberton.

The Premier: That was a special area,
was it not?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have approached the
Premier and he has promised to make land
available, but it has not been made avail-
able. Applications of this deseription have
been coming year after year. First of all
the land was held up for forestry purposes,
then for soldier settlement, and now for
group settlement, These men require no
agsistance from the Government and yet
they cannot get land. 8till we hear all this
talk about the wonderful land settlement
scheme of Western Australia. T compliment
the Premier on what he has done towarde
the settlement of the South-West. The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet was distinetly unfair in
his references to the Scuth-West. He spoke
disparapingly of the land, but I do not think
he has ever been through that part of the
country. He spoke about the wonderful land
in New South Wales, but I believe thai the
land in our karri country is equal to the
best land in New South Wales,

Mr. O’Loghlen: The member for Mt.
Magnet was referring to the time it would
take to bring the land into produetion.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of course it requires
time and money. After this money has
been spent, it will be necessary to make pro-
vision for the stocking of that land.

The Premier: We cannot stoch it until we
get it grassed,

I have had

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. J. H. SMITH: What are the Govern-
ment doing to-day with regarl to dairy
eattlet The very best pedigreed bulls are
necessary, and it might be advisable to place
them in charge of local authorities so that,
from the cows in the distrier, dairy herds
may be bred up. We musi breed our own
herds, When the land is cleared and pre-
pared for dairying, we shall have to provide
butter factories. Tt will he impossible for
these men to meet the heavy interest and
other charges unless provision i3 made for
the marketing of the produce. The men on
the land in the South-West require better
facilities for marketing their produce and
for getting machinery, implements, fertilis-
ers, ete, on to their holdings. The railway
from Jarnadup to Pemberton ig controlled
by the State Sawmills Department, who are
not sympathetic toward the people on the
land. All they consider 18 the question of
getting their timber away and, as this is a
trading coneern, I suppose that is only
natural., To them the men on the land aad
their produce do not matter; anything will
do for them, The Acting Premier, when
down there, promised that loop lines would
be eonstructed.

The Colonial Secretary: No definite pro-
mise was given.

Mr. J. . SMITH: It was practically a
promise. The settlers have to depend upon
the Sawmills Department for their stores.
The baker’s shop, buteher ’a shop, and general
store are all controlled by the Sawmills De-
partment, and the people om the land are
not getting a fair deal. Unless something is
done there will be great dissatisfaction, and
if dissatisfaction prevails, the people cannot
be expected to make good. Referring to
roads and surveys, the member for Mt. Mag-
net said the whole of the £16,000 advanced
by the Federal Government had been spent in
the South-West portion of the State. XNone
of it has been spent in my district. I repre-
g-nt four or five road boards, and although
I have applied to the Minister, T have not
been able to get so much as £100. I would
like to know where the money is being spent.
If it ig being spent to construct a tourist
road to Mandurab, I am strongly opposed to
it. If it is being spent on a road from
Kalamrnda throuch the hills, again I am
opposed to it. It should be apent in the coun-
try for the benefit of people situated 20 or
30 miles from a railway, who require decent
roads to facilitate the transport of théir pro-
duce to market. * Tt should not be svent on
tourist roads or pleasure resorts or howling
greens,  When the Minister for Works is
aproached, he gays it depends on his chief
where this money is spent, If the Premier is
approgched, he replies that it is of no use
talkine to him about roads, but that one
sheuld gn to the Alinister for Works. In this
way members are pnt off by one Minister or
the other, while road boards enntinue to press
for sma'l sums of £50 to £100 to carry out
urcent works.
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Mr. Loambort: We did not know exactly
where you were standing until the other day.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have always been
the same, but I have joined the Country
Party because I believe—

Hon. P. Collier: Do not give reasons.

Mr, J. H, SMITH: Because I believe that
only through the united efforts of members
representing agricultural constituencies wilk
we he able to get any satisfaction. That
alone will enable us to combat the metro-
politan area and the principle of centralisa-
tion. That is why I am here.

Mr. Lambert: What about the miners?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Let them look after
themsgelves.

Hon. P. Collier: They are rural miners.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I trust the Premier will
show more sympathy to the outback distriets,
and will give the settlers roads and railways
where necessary.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [10.0]: T wish to
stress the importance of surveying roads be-
fore settlement. We are losing hundreds of
thousands of pounds becanse blocks are being
surveyed prior to the roads. Tt is essential
for proper transport purposes that the roads
should first be surveyed. I hope the Premier
will instruct the surveyors accordingly. Roads
should be sorveyed along the driest parts
and where the best drainage can be fonnd.
This would be of great assistance in haulage
operations, and would save a good deal in
the way of resumption. How is it propesed
to make a suceess of the cleared land in the
South-West when the ecapital improvements
amount to something like £25 an acre? [
onderstand a lot of this land is costing up-
wards of £20 an acre to clear. Those who
have induced settlement in that part of the
State should be prepared to show how success
is to be attained. We all appreciate the
neeessity for a proper system of production.
Tn the wheat belt it has been said that 2 man
cannot be a snecessful farmer unless he is
cultivating 300 aeres annually. The same
system ought to be applied to the far South-
West. If men are to go in for dairying, the
Iand should be brought to such a state of
productivity that they can keep that number
of cows which will make the venture a profit-
able one. I underatand that a settler must
keep at least 20 cows and be able to produce
about two tons of butter fat per annum. Are
we prepared to carry our settlers through to
that point? Ts it sofficient to place a set-
tler on the land, clear some of it, and
give him a cow or two? In every community
of settlers it is necessary for the less ex-
perienced men to have before them an il-
Tustration of what can be done under proper
methods. If is suicidal to expeet the farmer
to find out for himself how to get rid of the
surplus water. ‘The drainage of the land
chould be arranged on scientific lines. We
have just had a moderate winter, but two-
thirds of the erop between Perth and the
South-West is rmined because of the water-
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logged nature of the country. The land hag
not been drained as it should have been. That
is a matter for the surveyors. Every settler
should know when he takes up a block where
the proper drainage channels lie, and be given
the levels, along which he should work.
It iz just as necessary to know the
levels of land as it is to know the
boundaries, and the surveyor should be
instracted to carry out this work, We have
heard a lot about the necessity for keeping
gilos. Two silos were erected at Brunswick
by the Governwent but they were sold for
firewood. There is another farm about two
miles away which possess a silo, but that
gilo is empty. There are other farms om
which the same thing appertains. This sub-
jeet is worth inquiring into. A considerable
quantity of good fodder can be saved by
cutting it and stacking it, I am a great be-
liever in natural fodder. By cultivating the
so0il and seeding it at the proper time far-
mers should be able to grow green feed for
their dairy herds as Jate as March and April.
They should be encouraged to fallow their
land and work it well with this object in
view, If we look ahead we can double our
dairy production. A good farmer knows what
1o cxpeet and provides for it, while the in-
experienced farmer should be instructed by
the ofticers of the department. On the
cleared land in the settled parts of the
South-West the carrying capacity could
be increased by greater subdivision. 1
know of excellent lucerne crops that have
been grown without irrigation. Crops «an be
taken off every month four or five months in
succession without any drainage. With drain-
age the carrying ecapacity of the lané can
he inercased tenfold. At Denmark and at
Manjimup there are excellent lucerne and
other fodder crops. These are grown without
irrigation and can be cut four or five timea. 1
could show members where this ig being done
over many acres of land.

Mr. Harrison: I have done more than that
in Queensland.

Mr. MONEY: That is very good indeed.
Instead of trying to do too much, let us get
a few farms completed, and not have a seorc
ineomplete.  Undoubtedly the problems of
land. ‘settlemient ‘and vepatriation are the
greatest problems facing ws. It is no use
producing unless we can dispose of the pro-
ducts. We are an exporting country, and we
have perhaps the biggest handicap of any ex-
porting couniry in the world—namely a dis-
tance of 12,000 miles to ovr market. It is up
to us to take away every other handicap that
we can remove, We have a right to provide
the scttlers with roads, because without roads
they cannot succeed. T£ we invite settlement
ont ahead of the railways, we must give rail-
way communication. In a wet distriet, we
have a right to give drainage. Those are
three essentials without which the settlers in
the South-West cannot succeed.

Mr, HARRISON (Avon)
move—
That progress he reported.

[10.18]: 1
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Motion put and negatived.

Mr, HARRISON: There is nothing more
important, in my opinion, than the success of
the Premier’s immigration scheme, Western
Australia has the necessary climate and soil
conditions, and land settlement, properly ad-
ministered, can succeed here as well as, if
not better than, in other parts of Australia.
I confirm the statement of the member for
Bunbury with regard to Jucerne growing, hav-
ing myself taken off several crops of lucerne
per year grown on river flata in Queensland.
We have a similar climate, and soil which
is at least as good. If the South-West is to
be drained, the main drains will have to be
provided first of all, and main roads must be
constructed, and the blocks surveyed, so that
the settlers will know how they can get
the water off their hlocks. As regards
development of the land here, I ean
speak from years of experience, applying to
the country along the Great Southern rail-
way, the Eastern Goldfields railway, and the
Jouth-West and Bridgetown railways, and
beyond to the Warren River. I have some
knowledge of devclopments there, More re-
cently we have seen the excellent results oh-
tained with subterranean clover and other
grasses, Considering that there exists the ex-
perience of years as to the ecapacity for grow-
ing subterranecan clover and paspalum, I am
astounded that more advantage has mot been
taken of that knowledge.

Mr. O'Loghlen: As regards the plains, the
discovery was made only 12 months ago.

Mr, HARRISON: I am aware of that, but
these grasses ean be grown even on the top
of hills, In surveying blocks care should he
taken to give each settler a due proportion of
first clags land, There should not be cases
in which one settler has 100 per cent. of good
iand while adjoining settlers have only 25 per
eent. or 30 per cent, Roads are second in
importanee only 1o railways, and the forma-
tion of roads with eulverts in connection with
the development of our lands would save enor-
mously in the cost from a cultivation peint
of view. Moreover, proper survey of roads
would be a great help in the survey of rail-
ways. Aa regards dairying the member for
Bunbury said he thought that 20 eattle would
be about a sufficient number. That would
mean providing for 20 heifers coming to take
the place of the cows in milk, That raises
another queston. Years ago it was contended
that cattle on the clasa of country which is
now going under cultivation wanted an annual
change to the coast. Such a change may not
be required when the farmers go in for culti-
vating lucerne and other grasses. However, in
cage it should be needed on aceount of the
zamia palm and other serub to which the
cattle will have: access before the land has
been properly c¢laared, it would he an advan-
tage for the Government to set aside large
reserves in the coastal areas for the benefit
of the cattle of smaller settlers.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Which locality do you
suggest?

Mr. HARRISOXN: The hilly country as
agninst the flat, I am only going on what the
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old settlers state, T agree with what has beew
said as to pure bred stock and developing
the tyje of dairy calves. Years ago I sug-
gested that the Government on their farms
should have different strains of cattle. Had
that suggestion been adopted, our objective
ay regards dairy stock would have been
reached at a much earlier period. The Gov-
crnment have derided to adopt the lines laid
down in the two dairy Bills which recently
passed through this Chamber. Tt is certain
that the progress of the dairying industry
will be greatly assisted by retaining only suzh
slock as are up to the standard set by the
offiecrs of the Agrieultural Department. I
support the remarks of the member for Tood:
yay as to water conservation. That is the
greatest diffieulty in the back covntry to which
the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme is not
reticulated. The Eastern Wheat Belt is up
ogainst it to-dny. Several farmers saw me
at the Merredin Show. The settlers want the
Premier to visit their distriet. T am afraid
they will be in great straita for want of water
wnless some bipger scheme of water conserva-
tion is taken in hand soon. Great diffienlty
will be expretienecd in keeping the grass down

‘and the holdings clean, beeause they will not

be ahle to carry the stock neccssary from that
standpoint, unless water is supplied. In view
of the present priee of wool and the fuinre
prospects in that divection, I think it would
pay the Government to deal with this ques-
tion promptly, and also to give farmers ad-
vice as to the best eatclment areas on their
holdings. Owing to the failure of the cotton
crops overseas, there will be a big demand for
merino fine wool for light materials used in
Asia, the lower parts of Europe, and by the
British people as well, to take the place of
cotton goods. We should take advantage of
that position. We will Jose much eapital in
the near futere unless nssistance is given to
the farmers in the direction of providing wire
vetting and wire generally for fences to as-
sist ir checking the wild dog pest., Without
such assistance we will not get those results
from the wheat belt that we expect. East
of the Burracoppin fence az far as Southern
Cross they have as good a fighting chance of
making good as we had west of Merredin 2¢
odd years ago. The interest taken in the
Merredin State Farm during the past two
years has been astounding. Farmers are real-
ising the benefit of that farm and are reap-
ing financial results in consequence of the ex-
periments carried out there. Wheats have
been established and now farmers know which
wheats are true to type and which are the most
suitable varietiecs. = They have their cherk
crops, and the Director of Agriculture, Mr.
Sutton, stated recently that the present season
with its light rainfall and the period when
the rain did fall, has proved what varieties
of wheat ean be grown with proper eultiva-
tion, hefter than several years of average
seasons and close research work could have
demonstrated, Mr, Sutton’s forecast has thus
been carried out.

Mr, O'Loghlen:
suggest?

Which varieties 4id he
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Mr. HARRISON: Nabawa wheat was re-
commended by the direetor as the best for
an early season. The standard erop he re-
commended was Gluyas, and that is the check
crop. Every check crop was distinetly better
than the adjoining variety. The Gluyas wheat
has a weakness, which is in conneetion with
its straw, hut that is more than counterbal-
anced by the results of this seazon. T am
aatisfied that if the farmers have regard to
his recommendations and follow his advice
generally, they will get the hest reswlts from
his experiments, thus actually savimg consid-
erable capital outlay, energy and time. The
State farm has proved these things for the
farmers, and if the settlers, who have re-
cently taken up their land, will only realise
that it is worth visiting the farm to see what
has been done, they will benefit considerably.
The gettlers between Burracoppin and South-
ern Cross have a much better chanee in these
days than had the pioneer settlers of 20 years
ago. All this research work, with which Mr.
Sutton has been connected, means that latter-
day farmers have much better opportunities
than were available to earlier settlers. I do
not know why we should not get equal results
in our sand plain eountry with the aid of the
blue lupin as are seeured in the districts
surrounding Geraldton. Results in that dis-
trict have surprised the farmers there. As
the result of this plant, the carrying capaeity
of o'r sand plain conntry could be inereased

considerably. That should be done with the
aid of research work,
Mr. O'Loghlen: What about satinking

roger? You told me that was a good fodder
plant.

The Premier: He did not.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yes he did,
the House about it now.

Mr. HARRISON: T am satisfied that that
weed has wonderful fattening properties, from
the flower to the seed stage. 1 know a farmer
who had a piece of fallow on which was quite
a crop of that partieular weed. He put on
700 sheep to clean the land, and the crop
of oats that succeeded was the finest I have
ever seen, I want the Minister to follow
this up, beeause, if the Premier’s land settle-
men policy be not suecessful, it will mean
a long period of heavy depressmn for the
whole of the State.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do you think we have
aufficient eompetent officerst

Mr. HARRISON: I believe that a Minister
of the Crown should be specially detailed to
exclusively administer the Jand settlement
policy.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

Let bhim tell

House adjourned at 10.45 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SCHEME PIPES.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Before the Works Depart-
ment removes goldfielda water seheme pipes
trom auriferous localities suffering from a
depression that may be but temporary, does
the department consult with the Mines De-
partment as to the fnture possibilities of bor-
ing in the locality? 2, If not, will the Gov-
ervment see that in all such ¢ases the opinion
of the Mines Department is first ascertained

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The Mines Departinent is always con--

aulted. 2, Aunswered by No. 1.
MOTION—STANDING ORDERS.
Notices of amendments,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)-

|4.36]: 1 move—

That it be an instruction to the Standing-
Orders Committee to consider the desira-
bility of framing a Standing Order as te-
the placing of sugpgested amendments to-
Bills on the Notice Paper of the House-
after the sceond reading haa been moved
and prior to the Committee stage of the-
Bill heing reached.

We have no Standing Order dealing with the-
placing of amendments on the Notice Paper.
On several oecasions the Minister has ob-
jected to notices being placed on the Notice-
Paper before the passing of the second read-
ing. I understand that in another place the
Speaker takes no notice of the placing of
amendments on the Notice Paper umtil his-
attention is called to it, when he rules that
notices of amendments eannot go on the-
Notice Paper until Bills have been read a
second time. We have no Standing Order on
the point, and when we have no Standiag
Order we fall back upon the practice of the
Honse of Commons. That practiee, it is laid



